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Growing up, I always thought it would 
be fun to do something like this, but 
radio was probably not what I was 
thinking. I was driving one day in 
January of 1981 and stopped at a phone 
booth (they still had those back then) 
to call the radio station I was listening 
to. I asked the guy, “How’d you get 
into radio?” He told me his path and 
I then basically did exactly what he 
did. He had volunteered at the UNCC 
radio station in Charlotte, then got a 
part-time job at a radio station. So I 
volunteered and learned how to do 
all the different things, and got a part 
time job at WSOC that spring. They 
had an AM station at the time and I was 
running Braves baseball. From there I 
went to the FM, where I was running 
the Bob Kingsley countdown and doing 
weather breaks. Then I did some part-
time weekend stuff and worked my way 

up. In the beginning you really don’t 
have any idea what radio is all about so 
you may think that will be your career, 
but I never dreamed I’d still be here 
more than 32 years later.

I did overnights for about three years, 
and, at the time, nobody moved – 
WSOC was a perennial No. 1 and the 
guys had all worked there for years. 
But I wasn’t sure how many more years 
I wanted to do overnights, so I took the 
Post Office test and scored high. I told 
the PD at the time, Don Bell, that I did 
really well and could make a career 
out of that. He said, “I know that there 
hasn’t been any room, but I really 

think that you’ve got a future in radio.” 
He opened up a two-hour midday shift. 
Things just got better from there. 

If I was talking to a young person thinking 
about radio, I would suggest getting into 
Country because it’s your best chance at 
longevity. The people aren’t as fickle. 

Things always change, whether it’s 
new management or corporate ideas 
making their way down. Even if you 
think that’s not the way we’ve done 
it or the way we’ve been successful, 
as you get older you realize that it’s 
always going to be changing ... and 
you’ll always get through it. The 
latest changes have been PPM. You 
have to play a certain amount of 
commercials, and you’ve got a certain 
amount of songs that they want you 
to play. What you do in between 

has to be something that catches a 
listener, whether it’s through comedy, 
some sort of interesting story or an 
emotion. You just might have to do 
it in a little less time. Everything 
changes, but it’s still the same. 

I got to meet Johnny Cash one time. 
It was probably 20 years ago. Johnny 
was still pretty vibrant and barrel-
chested, and he was all dressed in black 
and he put his hand out and said, 
“Hi, I’m Johnny Cash.” Seeing him 
on TV growing up, that was a thrill – 
something I’ll always remember. Might 
be silly to some, but that made a big 
impression on me. 

It’s been great getting to meet so many 
stars and becoming friendly with them. 
If you see people three or four times a 
year I don’t what kind of friendships they 
really are, but you feel like you’re friends. 
I’ve also been doing the NASCAR show 
for over 20 years, so I’ve had friendships 
with some of the drivers. I was pretty 
friendly with Dale Earnhardt and Junior, 
the Allisons, Gordon, and since we’re 
right in the middle of NASCAR country 
here, that’s been fun. 

Most of the people I’ve worked with 
would say I’m a pretty decent guy, 
whether it’s PDs, coworkers, GMs or the 
people who listen to the radio station. I 
always thought that being nice is really 
easy and being the other way takes a little 
bit more work, so I always tried to be as 
nice as I could and do a good job for folks 
that I work for. I’m proud of that.

It’s not just a job, it’s your lifestyle. I’m 
really not much different than the people 
who listen to the radio station. I shop at 
Walmart and I drive a pickup truck that 
I love, and I love going to the lake or the 
beach. I’m lucky I get certain perks with 
the job and that aspect of it might be a 
little bit different from the folks who 
listen, but otherwise I’m pretty close 
to the same person I was 32 years ago. 
I grew up with very moderate means, 
lived in a very small house, probably in 
a smaller house than most people who 
listen to the radio station, and my mom 
and dad brought me up with manners 
and all the rest that goes along with 
that. I think people relate to that. 

A big part of my success has to do 
with the people I’ve been lucky 
enough to work with over the years. 
My partner Meg has been a part of 
the show for over four years and the 
producer Geof Knight for the last 
17 years. I wouldn’t have been able 
to achieve all I have with out such a 
great team!

I have been the luckiest guy ever. 
I’ve got a great family, kids, my wife is 
perfect. It’s really like I keep looking 
over my shoulder, I’m waiting for 
something, an anvil, to fall on my head. 

If I could be lucky enough to go another 
eight-10 years on the radio I would be 
tickled to death. I’m hoping something 
close to that is in the cards, but it’s radio 
and you never know. No matter how 
successful you are, I don’t think you ever 
feel overly secure.

It’s really hard to pull one over on 
me. I can count on one hand the 
number of times I’ve been really 
surprised. I thought we were just 
doing a Tim McGraw interview, and 
Tim just kind of blurted out, “How 
does it feel to be inducted into the 
Country Radio Hall of Fame?” I 
thought he had seen someplace 
that I was nominated and had just 
misinterpreted what he read. I 
thought, “This is gonna be awkward.” 
And there were people in the room 
and they were all looking at me, 
and then it clicked. It was very 
exciting. The highlight of my 
professional career.                     CAC

I always thought that 
being nice is really easy and being 
the other way takes a little bit more 
work, so I always tried to be as nice 

as I could and do a good job for 
folks that I work for.

All In The Family: 
Schadt with his
nephew, 
now-WPOC/
Charlotte PD 
DJ Stout, 
circa 1979.

“
”

He might have ended up delivering 
your mail if things had gone a little 
differently, but Paul Schadt has been 
on the air in Charlotte for more than 
30 years, calling WKKT’s morning 
show home since 1997. For the last two 
decades, he’s also hosted the nationally 
syndicated Racing Country USA, so 
he’s not only a household name in 
Charlotte, he’s known by Country 
fans everywhere. And while he prides 
himself on being easy to get along with, 
no matter who’s asking, the word that 
keeps coming up to explain his success 
and longevity in radio, in the market 
and on the station is luck. 

Paul 
Schadt

Nice Guy 
Finishes First
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