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Radio Wins In
Las Vegas
Second Time’s
A Charm

Small Market Personality
Bill Barrett, Tim Fox and Tracy Berry
KKNU/Eugene, OR
Their second win was even more surprising than their first,
as they explain.
Bill Barrett: We’ve been nominated several times
before, even before the first win. Then we won. Then
we took the year off, entered again and thought, “Well
there’s really no chance, it’s not going to happen.”
Tracy Berry: And there are so many terrific stations
and radio folks out there, so we’re aware that there’s
great competition.
Tim Fox: It feels fantastic to be picked again. Gosh,
it’s just a great honor to have your peers say you’re
doing good radio.
BB: I was on spring break in San Francisco with my
kids when I got the text from our PD that we’d won,
and I embarrassed myself at Ghiradelli Chocolates by
letting out a large “whoop-whoop!”
TB: I had just picked up my registration packet at CRS
when I found out and I actually phoned our PD and
said, “No, you’re mistaken.” I spent the next five minutes trying to persuade him that he had to be wrong.
TF: At the show, our seats were main stage left, main

Sleeping In ...
And An Award!
Medium Market Personality
Andy & Alison, WIVK/Knoxville

Vegas is great, but home sweet home is exactly that, which
isn’t to say Andy & Alison didn’t take in the sights. There
were plenty of them, after all.

Oregon Crazy:
Tyler Farr (l)
and Katie Armiger (r) present trophies
to (l-r) Tracy
Berry, Bill Barrett and Tim
Fox; and (inset)
Farr (l) braces
himself for a
celebratory
smooch from
Barrett.
floor, back about
40 yards.
BB: I could smell Stevie Nicks’ perfume and
was star-struck by George
and Merle. I’ve been playing country music
for a long time, and to see those two guys ... I’ve been
a George Strait fan since I spun his first record and I
played all of Merle’s stuff. I was just totally impressed
with them.
TF: The highlight was when Darius came out to sing
“Wagon Wheel” and the whole crowd was on their feet
and sang right along. It was just phenomenal.
TB: Fortunately, we were just outside the confetti zone
by a few feet, so I got to watch it come down on other
people. My hair is always a mess, so I’m not sure the

confetti would have hurt – it might have improved it.
TF: I’m going to keep my trophy on the shelf with my
four Oregon Association of Broadcasters awards, two
CMA Awards and the other ACM.
BB: I have this really cool old roll-top desk and all the
awards Timmy mentioned are on top. It’s really kind of
cool to walk into your office, look at that and go, “You
know what? Radio’s been very, very good to me.”
TB: I’ve got a library – a reading room – and the ACM
awards are so heavy, I actually put them each on a different shelf. But before I do that, I have terrific neighbors up and down the street, so when the award arrives,
I’ll just walk it around so that everyone can see it and
get a chance to hold it. It’s just a little thing I do.
BB: It’s just such a great treat to be able to put that
trophy on the mantle and say, “look what we were able
to accomplish.”

Andy Ritchie: I knew I was in Las Vegas when my
wife came up to me with an iPhone picture of street
performers dressed as Kiss and wearing chaps without
pants! I’m not sure whether I was more disturbed by
the fact that they weren’t wearing pants or that my
wife wanted a picture of them. There are some “interesting” people in Las Vegas.
Alison West: The most fun moment of the trip outside
of the awards was getting to sleep in! That may not
sound like much fun to most, but after waking up at
4am for 17 years, it was very enjoyable to me.
AR: And I’m a fan of the show
Pawn Stars, so for me it had to do
with my goal of visiting their pawn
shop while I was there. I equate
it to my first visit to Graceland in
Memphis. It was
Home Away: like, “This is all
Columbia’s
there is?” I exTyler Farr,
pected something
Alison, Cold more.
River’s KaAW: I absolutely
tie Armiger wasn’t a fan of
and Andy
the flight to get
celebrate.
there, though.

Five-and-a-half hours is too much!
AR: And the smoking! I’m a not smoker and everywhere I went in Vegas, I felt like we could cure a ham
in that environment! Sorry, smokers.
AW: But as far as the awards themselves go, I loved
The Band Perry’s opening performance of “Chainsaw,” and Stevie Nicks singing with Lady Antebellum
was awesome! I was also touched by Justin Moore’s
acceptance speech for winning New Artist.
AR: I really enjoyed talking to the artists during our
broadcast. Doing that many interviews in a row is
exhausting, but it’s still fun. And since I’m used to
getting up at 3:30 in the morning when nothing in
Knoxville is open, it’s great to see people out and
about at any hour of the day. It’s also kind of creepy
to see the one lone guy at a blackjack table at 5am.
AW: The award itself means a lot to me because we
are judged by other folks in our industry − people
with amazing talent themselves that I look up to
and respect.
AR: An award of this caliber validates your show. We’d
all like to believe that we do a good show and that the
award says, “Hey, somebody else must think so, too.”
Plus getting a little national recognition does wonders
for the ego, but it’s short-lived. We were back to work
and back to reality on Monday.
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Up In (And On)
The Air

Large Market Personality
Lisa McKay, WQDR/Raleigh

This well-known programmer’s list of professional accomplishments is impressive since making the jump from Pop to
Country more than a decade ago. But recognition for her job
as afternoon air personality is particularly sweet.
Lost And
Found:
McKay and
Helton.

“I’ll tell you the Vegas mistake I made. In North
Carolina, you have to buy the airplane bottles of
liquor singly at the register by ordering them from the
cashier. We’re not allowed to touch them; they have to
hand them to you. So I popped into that little store by
The Strip next to the MGM Grand and as I’m standing in line with a bunch of water, I ask the guy ringing
me up, ‘Can I have four Jameson airplane bottles,
too?’ After standing there for a second, he goes,
‘Yeah. Go get ‘em!’ I go, ‘I’m sorry! Okay, I will. We’re
not allowed to do that in North Carolina!’ But he set
me straight in no uncertain terms.”
“The cocktail reception for the ACM winners
is the most special thing ever and I’m grateful
they do that. And it was nice, too, to have our
voices featured on the awards show. I got a lot of
positive feedback on that because people are so
proud that we represented ‘QDR and the market
nationally. Just to be a part of the production
of one of Dick Clark Productions’ big shows was
extremely exciting.
“It was also special because it sort of took me back
to 2002 when I came from Top 40 station WRVQ/
Richmond. I had been the PD of ‘QDR for all of one
day and walked into one of those huge CRS lunches

− my first − when Lon Helton saw me looking dazed
and confused. He must’ve smelled the insecurity on
me because he came right over and introduced himself, sort of taking me under his wing and helping
me make sense of how things worked. It was a really
good connection to make and we’ve stayed in touch
since. It illustrates how you get to know people both
inside and outside of this business, and the depth
and quality of personality and genuineness that’s
here that I don’t think is found in other formats.
And to be able to share ACM wins with him was the
most incredible, special feeling.
“The award meant so much to me because, first
of all, I’ve only been in Country for 12 years. Secondly, it’s recognition of the job I do beginning every afternoon at 2:43 when I grab my headphones,
go into the studio and talk to the listener one-onone, both on the phone and on the air, for three
hours. I’m not sure if people realize I do that with
some of my other responsibilities as VP/Programming. It’s just one of those things I never thought
I’d be considered for. And it’s validation for all the
time and effort that I put into my best practices,
which I preach non-stop, but also get to execute
myself. My feet literally haven’t touched the floor
since the announcement.”

When You Pry It From My ...
Major Market Personality
Paul Schadt and Meg Butterly, WKKT/Charlotte
The fun of Vegas isn’t lost on this duo, or even those closest to them. Both
brought their families to help celebrate the win, and to help them get the most
out of Las Vegas.
Paul Schadt: It’s such a nice honor to be able to share with them.
Meg Butterly: From Denver to Detroit, mine all came out and it was great.
PS: I brought my son Adam and, it might sound silly, but he had just
turned 21 and I got to sit and play Blackjack with him. That was a cool
deal for me.
MB: After the awards, I was thinking maybe my family could all go
out for a nice dinner to celebrate, but we actually wound up in the
food court eating McDonald’s! There was a lot of laughing,
though, and it was a really great time. It didn’t really
matter where we were.
PS: The craziest moment of the week came
around 8pm one night. I was walking in front of
the Tropicana and a Mexican guy comes up to
me and hands me a card. And on the card is a
picture of Meg! I’m like, “What the hell?” So I
call the number, and I hear the phone ringing
about four feet away from me. But she said it was
just for gambling money.
MB: Right. And I’m still paying him off not to tell
my dad!
PS: And she kept trying to upsell me when she got there.
MB: For me, it was at the Foundation Room way at the top of Mandalay Bay, where
Gary Allan was playing a private show and I brought my mom and dad. We went
out on some sort of balcony and were just looking out over the entire Strip. I’d
never experienced anything like that.
PS: Another cool moment was being in the auditorium prior to the show and
having them announce your win over the speaker system. I know that sounds silly,
but when you hear that, it makes it real. People are turning around and saying
congratulations and all that. It was only like a 10-second clip, but it was something
we all thought was pretty neat.

Special Sauce: Butterly (third from left) gets gussied up for a celebratory McDonald’s trip with (l-r) brother-in-law Mark McCarthy, mother
Carla, dad Vince, sister Kristin and brother Steve. At left, Shadt takes in
a Vegas moment with son Adam.
MB: And having people hit our social media pages when they heard our voices on
TV going into a break – that really was cool.
PS: And when they had to wrestle the trophies away from us because they only had
three and had to give ‘em to the next DJs ...
MB: Those things are heavy, by the way!

Let’s Go To Vegas!
Major Market Station: KUPL/Portland

After winning the station’s first CMA award in November, Dir./Programming Scott Mahalick told his staff if they won the ACM too, they’d go to Las Vegas together as a team.
I found out we won the ACM in a breaking news from Country Aircheck. It came
out early and I remember my phone dinging at five or six in the morning just nonstop. I remember that moment because I thought “Oh my God, is everything ok?”
I said, “Hey, we won, we’re all going to Vegas!” It was really a great bonding experience because we were able to take some of our sellers
and our entire airstaff and promotions team.
What Happens
Being in the Vegas atmosphere with the invitations we got
In Vegas?
from some of the labels was exciting, because a lot of these
Craig Campbell
people don’t get to see and have that kind of exposure to
gets together with
the new music. So, sitting at a breakfast, listening to what’s
KUPL’s (l-r) Howie
next for the artists was a really good moment. Everybody
Drummond,
having the ability to come to the awards presentation as a
Monica Lunsford
group was pretty exciting. We have a staff photo and everyand Jake Byron to
one’s just glowing, because it was a very proud moment.
compare who has
Everyone was [at the show], from the Chairman down
cuter toes. Byron’s
to the Dir./Promotions Director. It was really thrilling up in
are painted pink.
the radio section, because we sat right behind the WXTU
people and, of course, they’re in the same winning circle, so it was a great moment.
Probably one of the greatest feelings for us was to see Justin Moore get his award, because everyone is such a fan. We’ve been part of his career from the beginning, and
just to see that occur for him was pretty thrilling. Next to our own station celebration, that was one of the biggest highlights.
Our morning guy Howie, who is sort of our mischievous bad boy, but in a good

All About The Benjamins
Major Market Station: WXTU/Philadelphia

For PD Shelly Easton, the station’s first ACM win is all about the team, their spirit and their
intention to make a difference.

way, got himself into the pit in the front. He didn’t have tickets, he just sort of
worked his way in and took this incredible selfie video that includes all the A-list
talent that was there in the front row. His teammates on the morning show were
like, “Yep, that’s Howie.”
It really is a very sexy Italian trophy case we have and, in the hierarchy of awards, this will
be on the top shelf with the CMA. And by the way, it’s a round glass Italian sexy trophy case.
I’m almost embarrassed to say I think we need a couple more shelves in that thing.
It was just a really rewarding and fulfilling time to be acknowledged by your
peers, by your fans ... we’re very honored and delighted.

It just gives me such a feeling of contentment knowing that the people that I
work with every day are recognized for giving it all they’ve got. It makes me feel
really good to know that trying to do your best really can matter, not only to the
people in your community, but it can be recognized by your peers.
My very good friend [Clear Channel Washington-Baltimore VP/Programming
and WMZQ PD] Meg Stevens sent me a text message telling me we’d won. I was
driving – I actually got a little shaky, but I was just really happy. You try to think who
you’re going to call first, because you kind of brace yourself to not win.
We just had such an awesome time. We did the broadcast, so it was great to see
all the artists and be reunited that way in the radio room. But it was also really cool
to be able to stroll around from restaurant to restaurant and
Trophy Life:
get to chat with artists. We got to talk to Lee Brice before
Tyler Farr (l) and
he won Song of the Year. And we had dinner with Brett
Katie Armiger
Eldredge, who was up for New Artist. And then all the peers
(r) put trophies
that you really respect, you get to catch up with all those
in the hands
people.
and smiles on
Our seats were good. I was right near the sound board
the faces of (l-r)
WXTU’s Carrie
where Lee Brice was when he sang, and I got to see Stevie
Miller, Shelly
Nicks with Lady Antebellum. I mean, it was right there. Those
Easton and
were two of my biggest highlights of the night. I could see
Mark Razz.
them walking up so, oh my gosh, I was such a fan. It’s a lot different than going to a concert that comes into the market.
I did win some money! While I was in the beauty parlor, my husband went down
and played the slots and then when I got done, we went together. We won $267.
They pay out in $100 bills, so since we started with $40, I got three $100 bills when
I left there and I may never spend them, because they’re the first three $100 bills I
think I’ve had in my wallet for a long time.

Shakin’ It Up

Large Market Station: WCTK/Providence
At the moment he should have been in Las Vegas accepting a trophy on behalf of the station,
PD Bob Walker was undergoing emergency gall bladder surgery. Dir./Promotion Briget
D’Antonio accepted on the station’s behalf.
Bob Walker: The day before I went to the hospital, when I still thought I had
the tenth variation of the flu or something, I was thinking, “How am I even going
to stand up straight in Vegas?” The next day, all I thought about was pain. My
surgery was Saturday night when we were supposed to be picking up the award.
And then my heaviest pain medication was Sunday, the day the show was on. So
I didn’t have any thoughts about it at all until it was over. Then you come off the
pain meds and you realize what day it is and what planet you’re on.
We’ve been working our tail off for the last year and a half,
really trying to live our mission statement, which is to be a local
service to the community. It’s the ultimate honor in that our
peers know how tough it is to be out there every day on the
street doing what we’re doing. To me, that’s what really
means the most. Your peers have all peeked behind the
curtain. When you’re dealing with listeners and clients, they
hear the magic, which is great, but they don’t know how
hard it is to make some of that magic happen. Our peers
know, because we’re all in it together.
Briget D’Antonio: Vegas was incredible. Bob and I had
planned to go together, obviously. I wanted him to be able to
share that experience, because he is such a huge part of us being
nominated and winning the award. It was nice to be able to accept it on
his behalf and the team’s behalf.
You know when there’s a pageant and they say they wish for world peace and
everybody claps? When it was my turn to accept the award, I think my husband
was the only one clapping for me when I walked up. At the very end of my
speech, I raised up the trophy and I said “this is for all the family-owned live and
local radio stations that are still in existence.” And the whole crowd went crazy,
they were like, “yeah!” So that was my “I pray for world peace” moment.
We actually were invited to Lee Brice’s dinner at the Japanese restaurant right
in the MGM. That was really intimate and exclusive and very decadent. They had
10 courses. It was incredible. They just kept coming out with food. Lee Brice’s
three producers sat with us and his wife and her best friend, who was a chatter
box, and she had my ear the whole night, so she told me all about how they met
and fell in love and everything. It was fun, because I got to remove myself a little
bit from the radio industry and kind of hang out with a different world.
Lee wouldn’t stop talking about this burger bar that he and his crew visited that
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One For The Team: D’Antonio raises her station’s trophy in honor of
live and local, while husband Joe (inset, right) completes his mission to
get a selfie with Lee Brice.
weekend in Vegas. Supposedly they have the best burgers and the best milkshakes
and we couldn’t stop thinking about it. So after the ACMs, my husband and I
jumped in a cab and went to this burger bar decked out to the nines. It was phenomenal. The ACMs were so magical and it was such an honor to be there, but the
highlight of my weekend was the chocolate and peanut butter shake I had at 11pm
in a gown.

�hank you for the dance.

�he hit single and new album,

I DON’T DANCE

AVAILABLE TUESDAY,
AUGUST 26TH

Winning In Every Way
Medium Market Station: WBBS/Syracuse
Morning-teamers Tom Owens and Becky Palmer are WBBS mainstays who PD Rich Lauber sent
to Las Vegas to accept the station’s big award. The trip was an opportunity for the two to celebrate not
only WBBS’ success, but Becky’s successful year-long fight with cancer.
Becky Palmer: It was the first
time either of us had been there.
I couldn’t believe the street entertainers. They were everywhere
for you to get your picture with,
or to do tricks. I definitely felt like
I was at Disney World for adults.
Tom Owens: There’s slot machines
at the airport! We knew we were
in Vegas as soon as we got off the
plane.
BP: It was fun to accept the award
on behalf of our community. It’s
not about the radio station as
much as it is about them. They
support us at all the country
music shows and community and
charity events. If we ask them
to raise money for something,
they’re right behind us.
TO: The listeners here take
ownership of the station and
have a vested interest in it. They
really feel connected to it, from
the morning show, right through
middays with Amber Taylor and
then afternoons with Rich.
BP: My least favorite thing about
Vegas is that I lost my shoe. That
whole thing about what stays in
Vegas is true. It’s still there.
TO: We stayed at Mandalay Bay.
Keep in mind that two days later,
that’s where somebody threw a
shoe at Hillary Clinton. Just sayin.’
And speaking of Mandalay, we got
invited to one of the private clubs
on the 39th floor. Just to sit up
there on a perfect night and watch
the lights from one end of Vegas to
the other was remarkable.
BP: At one point, Tom and I
found ourselves sitting on cement
drinking dollar beer in an empty
parking lot.
TO: I don’t pay $10 for a beer. And
we were on our way back from the
MGM to our hotel and we noticed
all those cheap, rundown liquor
stores in parking lots along The
Strip. So we ran in and grabbed a
cold beer for a buck and sat out in
the parking lot looking like local
homeless people.
BP: It was just so hectic, we decided to take a break!
TO: Otherwise, we had great seats at the awards show –

about 20 feet from Lady A and Stevie Nicks. We took quite a few little video clips and put
it all up on our social networks. The audience back home definitely got their money’s
worth.
BP: My personal favorite moment happened at the broadcast awards presentation. I
battled cancer this past year and Tom got up and told the story. Everybody gave me a big
thumbs up and a lot of support and I started balling like a baby. It was the high-point of
the whole week. Now I’m cancer-free and bald, but my hair will grow back!

Vegas from the
39th floor of
Mandalay Bay.

Win City: Palmer and Owens (c) collect
WBBS’ award with help from Columbia’s
Tyler Farr and Cold River’s Katie Armiger.

Sin City Done Family Style

The ACM folks are always so incredibly sweet to us and I love that they honor
Country radio. I was so honored to accept with my radio family of Dex & Mo. The
Small Market Station: WUSY/Chattanooga, TN
reception was all class and there’s not a better man on the planet to accept the
People who work at WUSY/Chattanooga, TN throw around the word “family” a lot, but to their cred- award from than Tyler Farr. He’s a crappy corn-hole player, but he’s my brother
and I love him. That made the moment personal and unforgettable.
it, they mean it. Each person on the staff is filled with genuine high praise for the others, and awards
I don’t drink, gamble or cheat on my wife, so honestly, what I love about
are always meant to be shared. Just ask Clear Channel RVPP and ‘USY PD Gator Harrison.
Vegas is that all of my buddies from Nashville take over the city. There’s just
a spiritual heaviness about Vegas that’s incredibly depressing to me. Going to bed seeing this lady on a slot,
then seeing her at the same slot the next morning just
makes me sad! I hope that she just loves slot machines
like dudes love Call Of Duty, and it’s not that she just
doesn’t have anything better to do. Don’t misunderstand, it’s a lot of fun, but there’s also a lot of chains
and oppression. It’s the U.S. County Fair!
One of my favorite moments of the week came while I
was watching thousands of Keith Urban fans losing their
minds at The Linq. So I look over to my left to see Ashley
friggin’ Gorley, who has written “You’re Gonna Miss This,”
“Crash My Party,” “Good Girl,” “Laugh Until We Cried”
and more. It was just a surreal moment of absurdity.
People are freaking out about artists singing songs on
stage and the whole time, the guy that created half of ‘em
is standing right beside me. It was almost romantic. Ashley
was class and we had a great conversation about family
and country music. I’ll never forget that moment.
As far as the awards go, Garth, George and Merle
friggin’ Haggard all standing on the same stage had to
be the highlight. That and Kimberly Perry’s abs in the
opening “Chainsaw” number. Holy crap! When is her ab
workout video coming out?
To celebrate the award, Dex, Mo and myself broke
bread with Lee and Sara Brice and some radio friends
while we were there. Basically we wanted to celebrate
with people we love, but we didn’t want to have to pay, so
we charged it to Curb. It was a fun dinner talking family,
friends, life and eating what Dex referred to as “bait.” All
of us at US101 love this industry. Winning this award is
like sending us back a shiny note in study hall that says,
“We love you back.” Ultimately, it reminds me of how
much I’m completely blessed by Jesus. I’m starting to
All In: Harrison goes down for the count.
think I’m His favorite. I know He’s mine.
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Making Bones About It
National Personality: Bobby Bones, Amy, Lunchbox
The Bobby Bones Show

Less than a year after entering the Country format, Bobby Bones was nominated for and
then won his first ACM. He still isn’t sure how that happened.
It probably means I was right underneath Billy Greenwood and they accidentally
checked my name. That’s all I can figure out. It feels good, because I know what we’re
doing is very different from what other people are doing – some good, some not so good
– and it kind of allows me to keep on the same track that I feel like our show should go.
I didn’t believe it. True story, I was in a meeting with one of the VPs at Clear
Channel and he looks at his phone and says, “Is your phone blowing up?” And
my phone had been exploding in my pocket, and my girlfriend likes to text me
in bunches, so I just thought it was her blowing me up about something like, “Do
you want turkey spaghetti tonight?” First of all, I couldn’t believe we were even
nominated. To me, that was shocking. So when we won, I really thought they were
messing with me, honestly. I don’t have the award yet, so it still could be one big
elaborate prank. I’ll believe it whenever I can touch it.
One of my best friends was getting married and I was a groomsman in his
wedding. So I had to make a decision between going to get the award or go be a
groomsman in my best friend’s wedding. I went to the wedding and didn’t think
a second thing about it, and then we got to Vegas that night. Lunchbox was at the
reception to accept; I did hope I wasn’t letting anyone down.
There wasn’t a microphone when Lunch went up to accept the award, so he
yelled an acceptance speech. It’s on YouTube. So, because of him they put a mic
out so people wouldn’t yell their acceptance speech. And that’s kind of what I
expected when I sent him. I’m just glad no one went to jail.
My favorite part [of the show] was when The Band Perry ejected all the confetti. For me, I’m a dude. It doesn’t matter if stuff gets in my hair. But to watch some
of the thousand dollar hairstyles on the women sitting all around me, and they
were getting really irritated, because they were covered and it looked like dandruff.

Another Oh
Craps Moment

Oh, it was so funny. I could not stop laughing, because they were really irritated.
I have no idea if each member of the show will get a trophy. If three are sent
I’ll be keeping all three. I’ll probably tape one to my front door handle so you
can’t get in –no, that will be my door handle. I’ll probably put it in my office. I’ve
got a couple of other things there that mean a lot to me, so I’ll put it there as a
reminder to keep working hard, keep trying to be accepted and be friendly, have
fun, do good things. I think that’s kind of what’s got us to this point.
I fully expect my comedy band The Raging Idiots to be up for duo of the year
in the next three years. I expect to be hosting the show within five.

Award-winning Dinner: Bones (l) and show member Amy
celebrate their win in high style.

This year’s odyssey began in the studio with Lady
Antebellum cutting that week’s countdown when they
simultaneously went for their phones. Moments before, their manager Daniel Miller had read a Country
Aircheck Breaking News announcing the ACM BroadNational On-Air Personality: Lon Helton
cast winners. He forwarded the e-mail to Lady A while
Country Countdown USA producer George Achaves
Country Countdown USA
used the talk-back IFB to tell the trio to check their
Winning an ACM Broadcast Personality of the Year
e-mail. I got the incredible news from Hillary Scott,
Award is almost as fun as winning at the craps table.
Charles Kelley and Dave Hayward “live” on the air for
Unfortunately, this third ACM trophy almost equals
a thrill as great as throwing a parlayed hard-eight.
the number of wins accumulated over approximately
Having the ACMs in Vegas is like going to a party
35 years of throwin’ the bones.
with 1,000 of your closest friends where the music
never ends and the bars never close. It’s always
fun discovering who the inveterate dice shooters are. The best thing is, you always know
where to find them.
Scenes like the one pictured here are commonplace. Artists, label reps and, often, me,
elbow-to-elbow chatting the biz while trying
to make the “point.” (My thanks to WCYQ/
Knoxville’s Krisha Newport who surreptitiously
captured this candid moment.)
The only place I’d rather be in Vegas is
at the amazing winners’ reception the ACM
throws every year. Whether or not you’re picking up a Hat Award, it’s a tremendous hang.
For the winners, it’s like a bunch of kids in a
playroom. After the official pictures and preIn Their Natural Habit: Prayin’ for Frankie to throw
sentations, everyone is jumping onstage to get
the hard-four were Lon and Anne Helton, Frankie
photos with friends and those they admire. It’s
“Machine Gun” Ballard, WB’s Tom Martens and
a highlight to reunite with folks you have shared
Streamsound’s Tyler Waugh (with fiancée, Republic
these nights with in the past, like Andy Ritchie,
Nashville’s Stacy Blythe, just off camera).
Alison West and Jimmy Holt from WIVK/Knox-

ville (2009); Bill Barrett, Tim Fox and Tracy Berry from
KKNU/Eugene, OR (2012); and, WQDR/Raleigh’s
Lisa McKay and WUSY/Chattanooga’s Gator Harrison,
who are part of multiple station and personality wins.
I love talking with first-time winners, who are often
surprised at their own excitement. The Bobby Bones
Show’s Lunchbox literally leaped off the stage with the
award in his hand after his acceptance. Got to spend
a few minutes with him and Digital Content producer
Eddie talking about their move to Country and to
Music City. I told WKKT/Charlotte morning personality Paul Schadt he should be spending a lot of time in
the casino, considering the roll he’s been on. Inducted
into the Country Radio Hall Of Fame in February and
an ACM with Meg Butterly and Geof Knight in April
should be good for a jackpot or two.
Making it extra special for the folks from winning
stations WXTU/Philadelphia, KUPL/Portland, WBBS/
Syracuse and WUSY were Cold River’s Katie Armiger
and Columbia’s Tyler Farr, who took time out of their
very busy week to come by and hand out the trophies.
The one sure thing for me is that 23 years ago there
were nothin’ but sevens and elevens when George and
artist booker Jo Hunt joined me on this incredible
journey. Thanks also to former WestwoodOne Chairman Norm Pattiz and former VP/Programming Gary
Landis, who insisted on launching CCUSA despite my
protests that there were already too many countdowns.
I appreciate you not listening to me and betting on the
countdown “come” line.
Finally, to those a little fuzzy on all the craps references, I’ll explain fully next time the ACMs are in
Vegas. You’ll know where to find me. Bring a lot of
chips.

