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Eldredge was nominated (New Artist) and attended 
the 2013 CMA Awards, but the ACMs will be his 
first awards performance. “I got up extra early in 
Vegas, which is always a hard thing to do,” he says 
Saturday morning. “But I felt like a kid. There’s just 
so much excitement to get up onstage, especially after 
rehearsing. I’m ready for the real thing.”

So are a lot of other people, as a large contingent of 
family and friends are flying in to share in Eldredge’s 
big weekend. “I’ve got my mom, dad, brother, a bunch 
of aunts and uncles – probably some other relatives I 
didn’t even know were coming.” And while the awards 
experience is a new one, Las Vegas is anything but.

“It’s so surreal that my performance is at Mandalay 
Bay because I actually played a house gig here for three 
weeks before I signed my record deal. I wanted to cut 
my teeth, get used to working with different crowds 
and get my band right. I was right out in the lobby; 
sometimes there would be four people in the crowd 

and sometimes 300. And now I’m playing the arena. It’s 
a crazy town and a crazy business, but to go on this kind 
of ride and come full circle from that tiny stage to this 
stage is something I will always remember.”

Having played Fremont Street last year, Eldredge 
is charged to have a few hits in his pocket. “My 
experience has been so incredible with ACM shows. 
Last year we were just getting it all going, so I’m 
excited to see the energy from the crowd. Country 
fans are the craziest, most passionate people – they’re 
first in line for a show that doesn’t start for eight hours 
and waiting in the lobby just to get your autograph. 
And it’s great to just feed off that onstage.”

The weekend’s dual radio remotes are next. “I’ve 
been visiting radio stations for years and built all these 
relationships, so it’s good to have them all in one 
place. At each station, you’re high-fiving and hugging 
because it’s like a big reunion.”

From the MGM’s hectic radio remotes, Eldredge 
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ACM Week With 
Brett Eldredge

No, he didn’t win an award or at the 
tables, but Brett Eldredge had an ACM 
Awards weekend that’s tough to top. 

Performing “Beat Of The Music” on national 
television, connecting with fans and industry 
friends, and closing a Las Vegas circle in front 
of loved ones made for a memorable and 
career-boosting trip.

The New Artist nominee’s Sin City approach 
was Nashville to New York, where he 

performed on Late Night with Seth Meyers, 
then New York to Mexico for a day-and-

a-half of downtime before the awards 
gathering.
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Magic Carpet: With a fan before Sunday’s 
show (far left).

Circus Circus: Onstage at the Party For A Cause 
(above left).

Keith The Music Playing: “I got to talk to Keith 
Urban at the radio remotes for a while about 
how excited we are for the tour this summer. 
Going on tour with someone I grew up loving 
and knowing you’re accepted in the circle of 
artists is something pretty special.”
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shipped straight over to The Linq to perform at the 
Party For A Cause Festival. “I was right underneath that 
gigantic Ferris Wheel from outer space. It was like the 
world’s largest country music circus.” That evening, he 
had dinner with “some of my friends from radio and 
tried to relax a little bit. I don’t think I slept more than 
a few hours, but you probably shouldn’t sleep in Vegas.”
 Sunday was all about rehearsal, red carpet and the 
big show. “The red carpet is wild,” he says. “My grand-
pa would say you gotta go up there and strut your 
stuff, whatever that stuff is. It’s such a high-energy 
thing. Thousands of fans are screaming your name 
and it’s like, all I did was open the car door. Here I 
am! You shake hands and take pictures with fans, then 
a thousand cameras are flashing in your face. It’s such 
a long way from Paris, Illinois.”

His hometown was probably tuned in for his 
performance, however. “You’ve got a minute and 
10 seconds to try to impress several million people 
watching on TV and thousands in the building,” 
Brett says of his big moment. “’Beat’ is becoming a 
familiar song and people are going nuts for it, but 
you try to act like it’s just another night onstage, 
even though it’s not. If you watch the clip, I was liter-
ally jumping up and down, and I wasn’t planning 
that. It just happened.”

Nominated along with Kip Moore and Justin 
Moore, Eldredge wasn’t discouraged by Jus-
tin’s win as New Artist of the Year. “They walk 

us out there and they’ve got these cameras in our 
face. I was thinking, ‘Oh, they want to make great TV. 
They want us all to have some kind of crazy reaction.’ 
But I’ve been good friends with both of those guys 
coming up through the years. I know how hard it is 
to get to that point where you’re one of three people 
standing there, so you can’t help but root for each 
other. When Justin won, I grabbed him right away 
and remember feeling excitement for him. Of course 
it would have been nice to win, but it wasn’t a giant 
heartbreak. I felt good about standing there in that 
final three – it was a big step in my career and I’m re-
ally pumped for Justin.”

With the pressure of the performance and the 
nomination gone, Eldredge was ready to enjoy his All 
Star Jam set. “The work was over. It was more about let-
ting loose and having fun onstage. I walked up there 
feeling like the Rat Pack. I was loose, the crowd was 
going bananas and I sang ‘Beat’ and ‘Don’t Ya.’ They 
knew every single word to the point where I was just 
having them sing it. That was one of my favorite parts 
of the whole weekend; I’ll do that anytime they ask.”

Warner Music Nashville’s after-party was next. “That’s 
my family, the people who brought me to the dance. 
Hanging with Espo, Scott Hendricks and the radio team 
was a really cool thing. Back in the day, I’d be in the 
building a couple times a week. Now I’m on the road 
and rarely get to go there, so I savor every moment with 
those people because they’ve fought so hard for me.

“After the party, I went and played craps with my 
brother and my manager, Rob Baker. Time to lose 
money – for me, at least. It wasn’t my night at the table, 
but I just enjoy the energy of it and having fun. Every-
thing we do in this business is a huge crapshoot, but 
the thing is sticking around and riding the wave.” CAC
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Pitch And Catch: Airborne food-play in the dressing room during Sunday morning dress rehearsal.

Bump It Up: Getting psyched with the band prior to the Party For A Cause set on Saturday.

Might As Well Jump: 
Onstage during the Awards.


