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KAJA morning co-host Randy Carroll spends his days playing 
the music of Country’s biggest stars. But ask anyone in San 
Antonio and they’ll tell you Carroll is the one who’s famous. 
He’s been on the air at KAJA for more than 32 years and is a 
member of the San Antonio Radio Hall of Fame. Former PD 
Don Gosselin explains why Carroll is more than deserving of 
this year’s Country Radio Hall Of Fame honor. “What I love 
about Randy is his true passion for his family, great music, 
and crafting an entertaining morning show every day,” says 
Gosselin. “He comes to work looking for feedback and working 
on ways to improve. He is truly never satisfied and it’s 
amazing to see him at events. He has been a part of people’s 
lives for so long, he is a true celebrity in this area.”

I accidentally ended up on the radio. I was looking 
for a part-time job when I was in high school in this 
small town south of San Antonio called Pleasanton that 
had a station called KBOP. Willie Nelson had worked 
there as a DJ in the ‘50s. One of my teachers said, 
“Hey they need somebody to run errands over at the 
radio station.” I thought, “Well shoot, that might be 
interesting.” Eventually, I pretty much ran that radio 
station. 

A couple of years into that, I got a part-time job at 
KBUC/San Antonio. That was my first introduction to 
on-air personalities. I can still remember some of the bits 
these guys did to this day – and that’s back when I was in 
high school in the ‘70s. That’s when I decided, “This is 
what I want to do – we’ll see if I’m any good at it.”

There were so many mentors. I think of the PDs I had 
when I first came to KAJA – that’s when people really 
began to mentor me. Johnny O’Neil was one. Jon Town 
was another who helped me along, helped me figure 
out what radio was really all about and showed me how 
to do it well. Ted Stecker was a consultant and a former 
PD at KSCS/Dallas. He provided a lot of invaluable 
input through the years until his passing. His wife Doris 
Thompson also provided a lot of input in the early days. 

We live in the same city as George Strait. My biggest “I 
Love My Job” moment was being at a function and not 
approaching George Strait – but George Strait walking 
up to me and saying, “Hey Randy, how are you?” 
He asked about my family and my kids. I remember 
walking away going, “Wow. This guy’s a legend and he 
just came and spoke to me.” 

Around 1991, a label rep brought a new artist by the 
station – young guy, pretty quiet, kind of awkward. 
I watched this kid grow from a young artist on an 
independent label, really scared to death to be 
walking into a PD’s office, to selling out stadiums all 
over the United States – and that’s Kenny Chesney. 
Around 1995 when he signed with BNA, his career 
began to take off. I actually played music in the 
nightclubs here in town and Kenny came in a couple 
of different times and sat in with our band. So we have 
a little bit of a musical background together from the 
early days of his career. It’s been fun to watch him 
become the superstar that he is today.

My dad bought me a guitar when I was nine years old. 
I learned to play it mostly by sitting in front of a little 
record player we had, listening to Merle Haggard. Music 
was always big around our house. Any time there was 
a family gathering there were guitars and somebody 
was singing. My brother, who is nine years younger, is 
a professional guitar player. I’ve always played guitar. I 
loved entertaining, loved singing. That’s a fun part of 
my job, too – making parody songs. When Randy Travis 
had his naked episode, that’s when I wrote my favorite 
parody – it’s “I Told You So” [adapted as] “They Stole My 
Clothes.” I have a lot of love for Randy, but I had to do it. 

Music is a bond with the artists that’s different than 
just the radio bond, because I can relate to them. 
I had the opportunity on a couple of different 
occasions to do an acoustic thing with Trisha 
Yearwood and Martina McBride, where we did a 
couple of songs on the air. It’s a lot of fun for a 
frustrated musician to get to do that with a big artist.

The best piece of advice I ever received is: Who 
I am is not what I do for a living. I grew up in a very 
performance-oriented household. That’s how you 
earned approval from my dad. My sense of self-worth as 
a human being was based on my performance. And of 
course in radio you’re judged every single day by your 
performance – with ratings, when you’re in public. It 
took me a while and maybe a little counseling to figure 
out that hey, my worth as a human being is not based 

on my latest performance. Who I am as a man is not 
what I do. And I’ve been able to separate those things.

You can trace some of [my longevity] back to the 
things I learned from my dad: work ethic, respect for 
authority. You’re not always going to agree with the 
people in charge, but they’re the authority and you 
need to respect that. Those are some of the things 
that have kept me around. And divine intervention, 
too. I figured the good Lord wanted me to be there, 
so He’s kept me there. It’s been a wonderful place to 
be. I’m in a city that is filled with incredible people. 
They show genuine love for me and I genuinely love 
and care for every one of them, too.

When I didn’t have faith and trust in myself, others 
did. Bob Cohen [former KAJA Market Mgr.] 
showed a lot. There’s a gentleman named Ed 
Shane who recently passed away. Ed and his wife 
Pam have Shane Media. We had a manager in the 

early days named John Barker. I learned a lot from 
him. And I’ve got to thank [CRB Exec. Dir.] Bill 
Mayne, who’s been a friend for more years than 
either of us want to mention. And all the morning 
show partners I’ve worked with through the years. 
I think about Mark “Hawkeye” Lewis, who’s now 
helming mornings at KSCS/Dallas. Julie Williams 
was my first partner in mornings 30 years ago. And 
there are so many others. A girl named Julie Rich, 

who put up with me for a lot of years. And my 
current partner, who I love to death, Jamie Martin. 
She and I were fortunate enough to win the 2012 
CMA Large Market Personality of the Year. She’s a 
delight and really, really good at her craft.

I was pumping gas in my truck when my cell phone 
rang. It was Bill Mayne. He said, “Man, I just wanted 
to personally tell you you’ve been selected to be 
inducted into the Country Radio Hall of Fame this 
year.” And I about fell over, for a couple of reasons. 
One, it was pretty cool that it happened, but also 
that Bill would personally take the time to call and 
let me know himself. That meant a lot to me.

When we won the CMA in 2012 I bought a new 
[cowboy] hat. I thought, “You know, every time 
I get some kind of an award, I’ll buy one.” That 
encourages me to try to get a new award – so I can 
get a new hat.                                                  CAC
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