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WMIL/Milwaukee morning co-host Karen Dalessandro’s 
career began in Michigan at age 19. She went on to co-host 
mornings at WYCD/Detroit, and later, crosstown WWWW. 
She’s been with ‘MIL since 1998. 

I grew up in the Detroit area. There was a Top 40 
station that came in from Windsor, Ontario – CKLW, 
the Big 8, in the late ‘60s/early ‘70s. I liked the 
music they played. Later, there was a woman on a 
Rock station named Karen Savelly who was actually a 
disc jockey. There were many women on the air but 
most of them were doing news. That’s the first time I 
remember thinking radio was something you did for 
a living. Because I’m from Detroit, the first concert I 
attended at 17 years old was Bob Seger. He recorded 
Live Bullet at that show. The local DJ came out to 
emcee and that’s when it all started coming together. I 
thought, “I would love to do that! I can do that! And I 
think it would be fun to be on the radio!” 

I immediately signed up for a high school senior 
elective at a little tiny radio station that broadcast into 
the cafeteria. But as soon as I got into 12th grade, they 
canceled it in budget cuts. That’s when I started going, 
“Well then how else can I get into this?”

My mom was not supportive initially. She didn’t 
think there was a way to make a living in radio. And 
sadly, there weren’t many women on the radio so she 
wondered why I would go into a business like that. Being 
a rebellious teenager, it only fueled my passion. It was 
like, “Well now, let me show you that I can do this.” 

My very first gig was holiday traffic reports for AAA. 
The Specs Howard School of Broadcasting placement 
program got me that and, simultaneously, middays 
at a Country station in Ypsilanti, MI. I was 19. After 
my mom heard me on the radio coming through her 
speaker, she never again said it wasn’t a way to make 
a living. In fact, she was thrilled and started bragging 
about her daughter. My dad, he just knew I loved 
to talk and loved music. He was okay with it; but my 
mom was worried. She always thought I should have a 
backup plan – but I didn’t want one. 

Dick Kernen was a mentor. He taught at Specs 
Howard. I really looked up to him because he 
seemed to know so much about radio. Every kid 
in the class was intrigued by this guy, because he 
had been a PD at one of the Rock stations in town. 
He was really smart and through it all has been so 
supportive of me. He never saw it as “girl vs. guy” – I 
was just somebody who was going into broadcasting. 
I really appreciated that. Ironically, he’s who 
nominated me for the Hall of Fame.

Consultant and fellow Hall of Famer Jaye Albright’s 
ability to guide talent with empathy is a special gift. 
Her advice and support through the years has been 
invaluable to me.

Linda Lee, who does afternoons now at WYCD/
Detroit, was an employee on the line at Ford and 
wanted to get into radio. She got an internship 
with the morning show I was on there and was 
one of the first people to congratulate me when 
this was announced. A lot of women have come 

through WMIL, too, because we have an internship 
program. I’m so happy to think that maybe I 
created some sort of a path for the people who are 
coming up behind me.

My No. 1 favorite moment was the CMA award for 
Air Personality, which we got in 2001. Because it was 
right after 9/11, security was very high and audience 
members were required to be seated for the pre-show 
announcements. It’s unusual for the artists to be 
seated at that time – and that’s when they present the 
broadcast awards. I’ll never forget looking at the front 
row and seeing George Strait, Faith Hill, Tim McGraw 
and Garth Brooks watching us accept our awards. I’ll 
be an old lady in an assisted living center and I will 
always have that wonderful memory. That was also 

the night Alan Jackson first did “Where Were You 
(When The World Stopped Turning).” It was the most 
emotional thing and a beautiful, fabulous night.

Deer hunting is big in the Midwest, so we’d do a 
Deer Hunter Broadcast Show every November. We’d 
give stuff to hunters at a truck stop. Before anyone 
knew who Lady Antebellum were, they came and 
played that event. There were maybe 15 people there. 
When they started to become very popular, they were 
quoted in a magazine saying one of their worst gigs 
was playing this Deer Hunter show in Wisconsin. 
So we gave them all kinds of grief and five years 
later they came back and played that same little gas 
station parking lot. We called it the “Worst Gig Ever 
Reunion.”

Before the 2001 opening of Miller Park, the 
Milwaukee Brewers allowed us to spend three days 
in the stadium sitting in every seat to raise money 
for child abuse prevention. Wearing hardhats and 

broadcasting via Marti, we shared our experience with 
our listeners as we painfully moved from seat to seat. 
It was physically exhausting but we were supported 
by local media and even celebrity “sitters” including 
Kenny Rogers. Besides raising $40,000 for charity, the 
best part of the story that no one knew was a local 
church was somehow interfering with our Marti shot 
so we were hearing their audio in our headphones 
throughout the broadcast.

The best advice I’ve ever received is to just be real. 
When we start out in this business, we try to emulate 
someone else. I wanted to pretend I was Karen Savelly 
because I didn’t know how to be me. Through the 
years I started to find my way. I was hired at WYCD/
Detroit in 1993 by a man named Al Casey. His whole 

thing was, “Don’t be concerned about call letters or 
all the rigid formatics of it. Cut through it all and just 
try to be you.” When you see me out, that’s the person 
you see. I don’t think there’s a greater compliment 
from listeners than when they say, “Gosh, you’re just 
like what you sound like.” I’m like, “Yeah, because 
that’s who I am.”

So many people move around. I’ve been blessed to 
either be in Detroit, which is my hometown, or in 
Milwaukee, which is my adopted hometown now after 
17 years. When I first got here, I don’t know that I 
thought I’d be here that long. I knew I was working 
for an incredible programmer. Kerry Wolfe has made 
it very easy for me to grow. He lets me do my thing 
and he doesn’t temper me in a way that’s restrictive. 

Scott and Radar are my partners in the morning. We 
have great chemistry and a good relationship – my work 
husbands. I love what I do. I love connecting with listeners. 
I love being a part of a community I know so well.

I want to thank my amazing husband Doug. He was 
doing mornings in Lansing when we met. Let’s 
face it, this can be a career that challenges you 
with time. There are a lot of demands and he really 
understands. He and I will be married 30 years 
September 6. 

Kerry Wolfe left me a message saying he had 
something he wanted to tell me. His voice was 
very serious. Right away you think, “Oh no is there 
something wrong?” When I called him back, Kerry 
gave me the Hall of Fame news. I started screaming 
into my Bluetooth. I was just going crazy because 
it came as a total surprise. I immediately called my 
husband and then I just lost it, because it was so 
emotional and such an honor.                               CAC
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Campbell’s Loop: Karen & 
Scott with Glen Campbell 
in 2005 during CMA 
Awards Week.  

Rock City: Dalessandro on the air at “hot 
rocking, flame throwing” WHYT/Detroit.
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