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WINNING, KISSING & 
LOVING EVERY DAY

ACM RADIO WINNERS

DONNY AND WHO?
National Personality
The Bobby Bones Show
Three years ago Bobby Bones and his band of misfi t 
friends changed Country radio with what’s arguably the 
fi rst widely successful syndicated Country morning show. 
Heard on nearly 100 stations, The Bobby Bones Show 
is set for the long haul and the industry is taking notice. 

Amy and I were able to go. My thought was that 
we are the safest two to send to Vegas out of our 
whole group. As soon as I got to town I took a nap. 
I only had a six-hour break, so that was one of my 
rewards. I know, I’m so wild and crazy!

And I don’t like making a big deal out of it, but 
Amy put together a small dinner for a few of us while 
we were there. She hired Donny Osmond to show 
up and sing – and he did! For 40 minutes. It was awk-
ward. He wouldn’t stop. Okay, I’m kidding about the 
Donny Osmond stuff. But we did have a fun dinner.

I don’t gamble anymore, so I go to eat and eat 
and eat. And Vegas has some of the best room 

service in the world! Amy loves to shop. On the 
whole, we weren’t really able to do as much as we 
would have liked because we had to leave and go 
to L.A. for the iHeartRadio Music Awards. Still it was 
nice to be able to attend and take some time to 
acknowledge everyone’s hard work.

Since they mail you the real award later, we 
made sure to take a bunch of pictures at the 
presentation with the prop award before we had to 
give it back. We’re still waiting for our real award. 
It is coming, right? 

Seriously, it really means a lot to be recognized 
in this way by the ACM voters again. We try to 
make the show as real as possible and relatable 
for the listeners. I wish I could say there was a 
master plan, but we try to talk about relevant top-
ics whether they will make you laugh or cry. And 
obviously we want to bring listeners the music they 
want while introducing them to some new names 
along the way. It seems to be working for now, but 
I never take it for granted. This is the fi cklest of 
businesses, but that’s one of the reasons I love it. 
We have the best listeners and everything we do is 
for them and because of them.

WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T GO HOME?
Major Market Personality
Chris Carr, Maverick and Kia, KEEY/Minneapolis
After six award-winning years at WUBE/Cincinnati, former KEEY afternoon host Chris Carr 
returned to the station for mornings in 2014. With partners Maverick and Kia by his side, the 
honors keep coming and the sky appears to be the limit.

Chris: I told my mom right away when we found out we’d won. She passed away two 
weeks before we left for the ACMs, but she let me know just how proud she was. She 
said, “Oh, honey, I’ll be right there with you!” I will never forget that conversation.
Kia: My fi rst thought was how true it is that you can dream big and actually make it hap-
pen. I picked up the phone and called everyone who had a hand in getting me here.
Maverick: I wondered who was going to do the show while we were gone.
K: My favorite part of the trip itself was watching my boyfriend sport his bro-tank 
at the Florida Georgia Line No. 1 party. There he was, mixed in with all those suits, 
ties and nice dresses.
C: I had a pretty interesting moment in front of Walgreens on the Strip. This guy 
walked up to ask me for some help and it turned out to be former Yankees relief 
pitcher Sparky Lyle! I helped him check into the Minute Clinic. It was just one of 
those random, weird and so awesome Las Vegas moments. And he was a great guy.
M:  I got a chance to watch the Bellagio fountains dance to our national anthem, 
which was cooler than I expected. Gave me chills, actually.
C: Something else that was pretty cool happened in front of Loser’s inside the 
MGM. We were just chatting when out of the woodwork a ton of artists showed up! 
Cole Swindell, Dan + Shay, LoCash, Trace Adkins, Chase Bryant, William Michael 
Morgan, Randy Houser, Old Dominion and Lauren Alaina just strolled up – some-
thing you would only see in our format. Just a bunch of people throwing back a few 
beers, shooting the crap and laughing a lot. Great community of people.
M: Love the Vegas weather, too.

C: I actually made some dude $23 while I fi lled in for him selling warm, bottled 
water over a bridge while he used the restroom! Great show prep!
K: The entertainment capital of the world. Love that town and taking it all in.
C: The win says we’re very lucky, though we did work very hard this past year. We 
needed to build our brand and that meant getting out and embracing our com-
munities, making new friends and getting involved with their causes. We made so 
much progress in a very short period of time.

CHEAP SEATS
Large Market Personality
Randy Carroll and Jamie Martin
KAJA/San Antonio 
Randy & Jamie are no strangers to winning, both in the 
ratings and within the industry. This was their fi rst ACM, 
however, and Vegas was the perfect backdrop to celebrate.

Randy: We won a CMA in 2012 and have been nomi-
nated a bunch of times for ACMs, but this was our 
fi rst. After the nomination, we’d literally forgotten 
about it until the Country Aircheck email came out 
saying we’d won. So it was like, “What?” Of course it’s 
great to have your award presented by an artist like 
Charles Kelley.
Jamie: The trip was great. I went with my husband and 
we used it to celebrate an early 10-year anniversary. Ten 
years ago to the month we were in Vegas for our honey-
moon, actually. I was pregnant then, so it wasn’t as much 
fun as it was this time. But we defi nitely made up for it!
R: I can’t say Vegas is that exciting for me because 
I’ve been out there so much over the years, but I 
took my two daughters and my son-in-law and they 
loved it. It was the fi rst time each of them had been 
to an awards show and I enjoyed watching them have 

so much fun. I bought the tickets, though, so they 
were in the nosebleeds. Those things aren’t cheap! 
They were like $280 bucks and as high in the venue 
as you can get. But I got them VIP access to the ACM 
All-Star Jam afterwards and they thought they’d died 
and gone to country heaven.
J: We got in a little bit of gambling with some three card 
poker. We didn’t win much, but it was fun watching all the 
country stars gamble. We saw a happy looking Luke Bryan 
at the craps table and Thomas Rhett somewhere. I’m sure 
they were dropping more than we were, though.
R: The fi rst thing I did when I got home was go to bed 
about 10:30 or so. And I was back up a few hours later 
at 3:30 to get back to work!
J: I DVR’d the awards show, so the fi rst thing I did was 
sit back and watch. Listeners the next morning were 
complaining that the sound on TV was kind of off, but 
it sounded fi ne at the MGM.
R: It really had the feel of a well-mixed live show in 
the room. All the rock songs, for example, felt like 
rock songs – they were loud and in your face. But 
on TV it just kind of laid there. Also, when you’re 
watching at home you don’t get locked out during 
commercial breaks! I hit the bar at one point and 
couldn’t get back to my seat when the show started 
back up. That’s not to say it wasn’t fun. We had a 
great time.

Kiss This: Bobby Bones and Amy pay lip service 
to their ACM trophies at the awards presentation.

Stop, Selfi e Time: Jamie Martin (second from 
right) snaps a picture of her Las Vegas delega-
tion including (l-r) Carroll’s son-in-law Mark 
Bailey, daughters Hailey Carroll and Kelsea 
Bailey and Martin’s husband Aaron Shreve.

Think Tank: Every 
Kia’s crazy ‘bout 
a sharp-dressed 
boyfriend.
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BELL YEAH
Small Market Station
KTTS/Springfi eld, MO

KTTS was nominated for ACMs four times in 14 years. To fi nally win means PD Mark 
Grantin got to make some noise usually reserved for the sales department.

I had never been to the ACMs, and it was awesome. My MD Cash Williams went 
as well. Because the artists don’t live there and they’re all in the hotels, you run 
into more people more often. 

Broken Bow had a nice brunch where we got to hear some new music. There’s 
always a nice dinner with UMG on Friday night. The show itself was amazing. It 
was cool to see it up close instead of from home. All the little nuances – what the 
TV people do and how they make it exciting for the viewers at home. They clearly 
staged some young target listeners who were dancing and singing to every song. A 
lot of shots were of those people. 

It was interesting to see Miranda or Little Big Town in the casino, and you kind 
of wave and say hello. But I’m always respectful of the artists’ personal time. I don’t 
want to gherm them. They’re there to have fun, too. And I gave up my night owl 
habits a long time ago, so I don’t stay out real late or drink a lot. I was there more 
for business and daytime fun. 

The awards ceremony was a highlight. It’s an honor to be recognized by your 
peers as being a great radio station, so that was fun. We’ve been nominated quite a 
few times, but this was our fi rst win. 

It’s thrilling to be the PD of an award-winning station. This staff works so hard 
and I’m so proud of them. I’ve been fortunate to be at several radio stations that 
have been market-dominant, and they all have the common denominator of smart 
people who work very hard and have the listeners’ best interest in mind. But I’ve 
never programmed a station like KTTS that is so plugged in to the community 
and has been for years. Scripps really believes in being live and local, and this staff 
works really hard. They do everything I ask them to do and more. They get it. 

It’s gratifying to see young people who accept coaching and direction really well, 
and I can hear an immediate attempt to do the things we talk about. It almost feels 
like everybody has an obligation to perform at the level KTTS has been at for more 

than 40 years. We’re just humbled by what we do every day and by the fact that 
somebody loves us and says, “You’re really good at what you do.”

We have a bell down the hall that the sales people ring when they get a big order, 
and I’ve never been able to ring that bell because we’ve never had anything that 
big. So I ran down the hall and rang the bell. Everybody came running, I told them 
we won and they were thrilled – jumping up and down, screaming and hugging 
each other. 

FAMILY AFFAIR
Small Market Personality
Bill Barrett, Tim Fox, Tracy Berry
KKNU/Eugene, OR

This is the third ACM honor for the Barrett, Fox & Berry show, which has served Eugene, OR 
for more than two decades. Vegas is fun, they say, especially when you’re doing it as a family.

Tracy: It was raining in Oregon, so we were ready to see some sun!
Tim: And we had a great time! I don’t remember a thing.
Bill: The last time we won I took my son and this time I took my daughter, who was able to 
get some time off from law school. We had a ball. She actually got an invite to the Big Ma-
chine brunch on Saturday morning with Jennifer Nettles, which she loved. She’d been up 
late the night before, but bounced right out of bed the next morning to meet Jennifer and 
Scott Borchetta. Everybody was so kind and eager to make sure she was having a good time.
TB: And she was! She kept shouting throughout the weekend, “I’m up for any-
thing, I’m up for anything!”
B: We got into a little bit of everything. I’m not a prolifi c gambler, but my daugh-
ter and I had a pretty good time on the penny slots. That’s not to say we won any 
money, but we had a good time.
TF: I got in some pool time, but being from Oregon it was only when the pool was 
in the shade because the sun causes us to shrivel.
B: The highlight was the awards reception. The fact that Charles Kelly participated 
really gave it a cool feel. We actually stayed the whole time and shut the room 
down, just taking advantage of the free wine before heading off to dinner.
TF: I was humbled by the response from people when they announced our names 
at the awards reception.
TB: People are so kind in this industry. We’re way out in the upper left corner of the coun-
try and fi gure people don’t even know what’s going on up here most of the time. But over 
the years we’ve gotten to know so many of our colleagues and they’re always so supportive.
B: It’s funny because everyone wants to see and hold the award. I’m going to a fam-
ily reunion this summer and they’ve all asked me to bring it.
TF: Same thing with my friends and neighbors! They like to come over for dinner 
so they can look at them.
TB: We probably should take them door to door at some point.
TF: As for our partnership, it works because of love and mutual respect. We’ve had 
22 years together at this point, but it feels as fresh as it did on day one.
B: I’ve been on the air for 46 years and I love coming to work every day. And we 
have such longstanding relationships with our listeners. We’re celebrating second 
and third generation birthdays with them now.
TF: We’ve been doing this together for so long it just feels like family.
B: And we love where we live and love the life here. It’s been a great pairing and a 
great trio of experiences.

ROLL WITH IT 

Medium Market Personality
Bill “Dex” Poindexter, Melissa “Mo” Wagner
WUSY/Chattanooga

In their eight years together in afternoons, The Dex & Mo Show had already won the ACM 
once, in 2010. But this time, it’s bigger.

Mo: One thing we loved was listening to new Jon Pardi music on the big High 
Roller Ferris wheel at The Link. 
Dex: I was tricked into going. 
M: He’s a little mad, because he’s scared of heights, and I RSVP’d then told him 
right before what we were about to do. He ended up loving it. 
D: Oh, it was great! The cool thing is you never feel the sensation of moving at all, 
it goes so slow. 
M: That time change is a killer. Friday night we went to eat with the UMG people, 
and I’m eating a steak dinner at the equivalent of 1am our time. My body was like, 
“What are you doing? Please stop immediately.”  
D: The cool thing is running into people just walking around in the MGM. We saw 
Craig Campbell and his wife and got to spend some time with them. I played poker 
and blackjack with Eric Paslay and his dad. Mo and his mom talked. 
M: Yeah, Donna and I bonded. I feel like we’re good friends now. How much 
money did you lose, Dex?
D: I ended up losing about $30. I lost $200 Friday night, and Eric broke even. I lost 
another $100 or Saturday night, and Eric broke even again. 
M: I feel like Eric’s the smarter player. 
D: But I played the slot machines and hit a jackpot for $500, so the whole trip I was 
only down a little. That’s a win for me.
M: This is our second ACM win and a neat year for us. In the fall we were moved 
up from small to medium market, our fi rst time in the category. We were honored 
and freaking out to get the nomination, so when we won, I think I spoke gibber-
ish for the fi rst fi ve minutes while telling Dex. Even in a small market, you’re up 

against so many talented shows. To move up and still win – it’s a huge honor. 
D: When she called me screaming, I thought something horrible had happened. I 
said, “Just slow down and tell me what’s going on.” When she fi nally got the words 
out that we won, I said, “You’ve got to be kidding me.” And actually, when she 
opened the email, she looked at small market.
M: And I thought we didn’t win, but then I scrolled up... 
D: And she said, “Whoa! Wait a minute!” It was way cool. And for every person you 
hear on the radio there are 10 more working just as hard, so this is a great win for 
our entire team. 

Sky Pardi: Dex (l) and Mo with 
Capitol’s Jon Pardi on the Link Las 
Vegas’ High Roller.

Family Time: Bill Barrett 
with daughter Molly prior to 
the ACM radio reception.

Pokey Face: Gumby crashes the 
party when Grantin (l) and Cash 
Williams accept their trophy from 
Capitol’s Charles Kelley (c). 
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MEDIUM MARKET STATION
WUSY/Chattanooga

WUSY staffers focus on sharing great music and helping their community. SVP/Programming 
Gator Harrison says maybe that’s why they’ve won their sixth ACM award for Station of the 
Year, but they don’t do it for the awards.

Vegas is like the biggest county fair on the planet, except you’re playing for cash 
instead of overstuffed pink panthers. And it’s always good to fl y four hours to see 
everybody in Nashville. 

Of all the years we’ve been blessed to win, this was a special year for me. It’s the 
fi rst ACMs to which I was able to take my wife. So to see the show and the experi-
ence through her eyes was cool. 

Our seats were great. We were right there at the halfway point on the fl oor, next 
to the second stage. Old Dominion – we played them before they had a record 
deal, so to see them performing on the ACM stage three rows from where I was 
sitting was such a cool moment. 

Eric Church and his tribute was probably one of my favorite performances. 
Cam was beautiful and brilliant. Keith Urban on banjo with “Wasted Time” – 
seriously that song was so good I felt like I was at a bonfi re in my hometown 
of Sparta, TN. Trombone Shorty with Little Big Town was funky and fun. Tim 
McGraw’s “We Are The World” moment with “Humble and Kind” was very fi tting. 
And obviously it was a big night for Stapleton. I think he won everything, includ-
ing Female Vocalist of the Year. 

On Saturday we spent some time with Thomas Rhett and he said, “I’m not 
going to get this one. I just have the feeling I’m not going to get it.” I said, “Yeah, 
you are. Unless everybody’s an idiot, that’s the single of the year.” So, to have that 
conversation with him and then to see him win on Sunday was kind of cool. I 
texted him and said, “Told you!” You could tell what it meant to not only him but 
to his wife Lauren. 

You’d have to ask the listeners how we keep winning. We’re blessed with this 
recognition, this crazy cool back pat from the ACM. I don’t know that I can pin-
point what we do differently than anybody else, but for us it’s just about the two 
things: country and community. We really care about both. There’s not a person 
in this building who’s not in love and passionate about country music. When a 
new artist or a superstar comes out with a new song, we genuinely all want to hear 

it. And we want more than to have great ratings and impact country music. We 
treat the radio station like a ministry. It’s an outlet to connect with people on a 
deeper, more meaningful level. 

At the end of our lives we’ll look back and the things that will stand out, the 
things we’ll remember, are the music we fell in love with and the people we were 
able to share it with – and what kind of powerful, positive impact we were able to 
make on each others’ lives. That’s all that’s really going to matter. 

The shinies are wonderful and there’s no feeling like it. People say, “Does that 
get old?” No, are you kidding me? We’re all like schoolgirls every time it happens, 
and we’re so honored to have the recognition, but really the motivation and the 
real reason we do what we do is on a heart level, not on a trophy shelf. But keep 
‘em coming!

LARGE MARKET STATION
WLHK/Indianapolis
When WLHK (“Hank FM”) launched in 2005, then-MD now-PD Fritz Moser remembers be-
ing told the station could never win. Today, Hank is the top Country station in Indianapolis 
and has its fi rst trophy to show for it. 

We were fortunate to be broadcasting from Las Vegas, but I felt bad for Dave 
O’Brien because he had to start his morning show at 2am Vegas time. So he did 
the show until 6am, went and took a little nap and then came back down for all the 
interviews at noon. He’s a better man than me for pulling it off.

Dave and I were joined Saturday by our VP/Programming Bob Richards, our 
MM Charlie Morgan and our Mgr./Events & Marketing Lisa Wall. We had a nice 
contingent here.

I really thought it was cool to walk around the MGM Grand and bump into 
artists. They had their guard down, and that was one of the highlights. And you 
don’t see the red carpet on TV. Seeing fans massed in front of the red carpet was 
pretty cool, too. The one time I did get to go outside, the warm weather was nice, 
especially considering it was snowing in Indianapolis that weekend. 

The Cassadee Pope and Chris Young performance was one of my favorites. I love 
Cassadee’s voice and thought she nailed it. I really enjoyed watching Chris Staple-
ton perform, and FGL did a good job, too. It’s such a great performance show to 
watch at home. To see it live is a bit different and better. 

We were on the fl oor a section behind the artists. We could turn around and see 
the teleprompter, so it was fun to know if they were actually saying what they were 
supposed to. Katy Perry didn’t stay with the script, she kind of vamped her part.

It all went by so fast. It was great catching up with people I hadn’t seen since 
CRS, and artists I hadn’t seen since they were here in town a year ago. It was a nice 
industry reunion. 

Collecting the trophy the day before the show was great. Being able to bring that 
home to Indianapolis is just awesome. It’s our fi rst big industry win, and it was my 
fi rst trip to Las Vegas in more than 20 years. Finding out we won was so surreal. 
Lisa came in and said, “Hey, I just wanted you to know that you guys work for the 
ACM Large Market Station of the Year.” We couldn’t believe it. We may have had a 
couple of cocktails that afternoon. 

When I fi rst started here, Bob and I were told there was no way we could beat a 
heritage station that had dominated the market for nearly 30 years. We were told 
“Hank” was a damaged brand. So it feels like we’ve been vindicated. It’s a great 
team win for us. 

We’ll have a little bit of fun with the trophy around here. We’ll have a nice cel-
ebration with the entire air staff, sales staff and support staff. The trophy will be the 
focus. We have 16 shows at the amphitheater this year, and we’d like to share it with 
our listeners in some way. Let them know they really are a big part of it.  

MAJOR MARKET STATION
WYCD/Detroit
It’s the second time in the 11 years PD Tim Roberts has helmed WYCD that the station has been recognized by the ACM as 
Station of the Year, and Roberts says it’s all about the team with which he’s surrounded himself.

Just coming into the ACM Awards knowing your radio station has been recognized as doing a lot of things 
right in your community is a great feeling. The anticipation was just as fun as the actual ride there. When 
you get there, you feel like you’re on top of the world. And when the artists are aware of it, saying things 
about it while we’re doing our live broadcasts, it’s super cool. 

Having Charles Kelley present the award was fi tting. He’s a been a friend of the station since day one – 
Lady Antebellum played our Downtown Hoedown event when they were still kind of an unknown band. 

To be there with your peers in that room was a great moment. It’s hard to explain. You work so hard, and 
you’re literally just glowing from pride for the whole team – thinking about everyone who put such a great 
effort into it. 

The actual award show was phenomenal. Musically, there were so many great performances. Every year 
they work out kinks and it gets better, and when you’re actually in the arena the show is fantastic. I happened 
to be sitting by the small performance area where Sam Hunt played and the Tim McGraw “Humble and 
Kind” moment started right there, too. There were some really awesome moments right in front of me. 

This was our second win since I’ve been here. It feels like I hired good people who work really hard and 
make me look smart. I mean that. You’re only as good as your team – ask Peyton Manning about that. You have 
to have a great team behind you or you can’t win. Hopefully I supply strategy, motivation, fun and focus, and 
keep them on track. We try to have a lot of fun in this building and maintain a very creative environment. We 
try new things all the time, but we’re very serious about what we do and try hard to concentrate on being great 
at our craft. I have a lot of very good people around me and the national recognition is evidence of that. 

We have a very experienced morning show with Chuck Edwards, Rachel Hunter, Steve Grunwald and Jason – 
they’ve all been here 10-plus years. Linda Lee in afternoons has been here for 20 years and her partner Rob Stone has 
been here for a while now. Roxanne in middays and Frank Williams, Jr. at night are newer, but they’ve been around 
for a while now, too. So we have a seasoned Detroit staff, and we like to keep it live and local and community oriented.

We have a case out front in our lobby, and that’s where the trophy will go. I want the whole world to see it. 
It’s more important for the fans to see than it is for us.                                                                                  CAC

I Told You So: Gator Harrison (c) with 
wife Tennille and Thomas Rhett. 

Remote Controlled: Moser (r) 
and Dave O’Brien with 19/
Arista’s Carrie Underwood at 
the ACM radio remotes.

The New Phone Book Is Here! 
Tim Roberts is somebody now 
that WYCD’s logo is in the ACM 
Awards program.


