Country
Leaders
Go Way
Way Back

Y

ou ranked ’em, we just asked about their childhood crushes. Now in its eighth
year, the Power 31 asks readers to select executives with the most influence
over airplay decisions, and the results are never disappointing. With a new
No. 1 (Clay Hunnicutt), a leap into the top 10 (John Dickey) and seven top
decision makers who weren’t on last year’s list, perceptions of influence are everchanging, but not to be taken too seriously. There’s nothing scientific about this process, nor are there any paradigm-shifting revelations in asking folks about their earliest
thoughts on radio and music. There is, however, plenty of insight into the backgrounds of
the men and women who are a big part of making the Country radio engine hum.

w1
Clay Hunnicutt
Clear Channel EVP/GM National
Programming Platforms
Country Brand Manager

Favorite station/personality: The one I grew
up in – US-101 [WUSY/Chattanooga]. Back when
I started and we had an all-star lineup with Bear
and Ken (still
there today),
Big Old David
Earl Hughes and
Dex (still there),
Bobby Byrd, Big
Jon Anthony, and
so many others.
It was a training
ground for how
to produce big
radio and how to
really be in and
for the community. Sammy
George and others really instilled so many basics
that I still live by: Whoever has the most fun wins,
and do creative radio that is good for the station and
the listeners.
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: John
Waite’s “Change” from a pivotal moment in the movie
Vision Quest. Classic ‘80s fare!
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Right Said Fred‘s “I‘m
Too Sexy.“ Anything by Culture Club, too.
Early radio interaction: Winning tickets to see
Mötley Crüe with a new opening band called Guns N’
Roses. I caught Tommy Lee’s drumstick and was king
for a night!
Early artist interaction: Seeing Elvis at the Omni in
Atlanta just a few months before his death.
First music purchase: Alabama’s My Home’s in
Alabama.
Music poster in my room: Mötley Crüe.

w2
Scott Borchetta
Big Machine Label Group President/CEO
Favorite station/personality: KMET/Los Angeles. Finding “underground FM Rock” was like I
discovered the cool kids club. The jocks were easily
as cool as the artists they played – Jeff Gonzer, the
Burner Mary Turner, Cynthia Fox, B. Mitchell Reed

and more. Jim Ladd at night was LA; he was Hollywood. He’d take you into Jim Morrison’s head and
to the Hollywood Hills as if you were invited to the
coolest parties. Long live the Mighty Met!
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: If I liked
it, I thought they were all hits! That’s stayed with me.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Disco.
Early artist interaction: You never knew who
you might run into after dark in late ‘70s, early
‘80s Hollywood. It felt like the center of the rock
universe [and] you had the feeling that many of
the guys you were hanging out with or saw at a
club could become the next big stars. Punk/New
Wave artists like X, Black Flag, the Go Go’s, and
the Hard Rock/Metal guys like Vince and Tommy
of Mötley Crüe, Stephen Pearcy of Ratt, the Poison
guys – we were all running around Hollywood out
of our minds.   
First music purchase: David Bowie’s “Space Oddity.”
Music poster: Led Zeppelin and The Rolling Stones.

w3
Mike Dungan
Universal Music Group/Nashville
Chairman/CEO

Favorite station/personality: WSAI-AM/Cincinnati, my hometown hit radio station. Jim Scott, Dusty
Rhodes, Ron Britton and all the music that mattered.
It was the coolest club anyone could belong to. Draw
a big picture of an eye, display it in a front window of
your house and, if the ‘SAI crew came through your
neighborhood and saw
it, you won cash and
got your name called
out on air. But it wasn’t
about that. It was about
declaring yourself one
of the enlightened – one
of the people who “got
it.” Of course, there were
no signs hanging in the
windows at my house. To
my parents, this would
have been the equivalent
of telling all your neighbors that everyone in the
family was a registered
Communist. Even without
a sign, my heart was all-in, and I wore it with pride.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Every song was a
smash, and every word from the mouths of the jocks
was a treasure, the best moments of my life. There
were no stiffs. Not to my ears. Even the fourth single
from The Lemon Pipers sounded golden to me.

w4
John Esposito
Warner Music Nashville President
Favorite station/personality: Free Form Rock
radio WDVE/Pittsburgh where Little Jimmy Roach was
the cool DJ. Lots of smoke-filled rooms and 15-minute
songs! How wonderfully ironic that Little Jimmy Roach
is now a Country DJ on WDSY!
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: I have
hundreds, which is why I’m not the head of A&R! One
is the entire Bonaroo album by a killer singer from the
Bay Area named Bobby Winkelman (he was in The
Steve Miller band). “Life’s Sweet Song” is wonderful
and that album should have had more traction.

Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “Free Bird.” Do I really
have to explain?
Early radio interaction: I interviewed Jessie at AOR
WYDD/Pittsburgh for a college journalism assignment. She had the sexiest voice ever, but in meeting
her for the interview, all I can say is she was sweet but
not the sultry gal I was expecting.
Early artist interaction: I met John Hiatt at a
student booking convention and had him play at our
school on two occasions. It was amazing, further solidifying my desire to be involved in the music world.
First music purchase: Beatles ‘65. I remember
so vividly putting the needle down and hearing “No
Reply.” Chills! The entire album is joy!
Music poster in my room: Peter Max’s famous
Dylan poster. I didn’t even really like Bob Dylan, but I
loved that poster.

w5
Jeff Kapugi
CBS Radio VP/Country, WUSN/Chicago PD
Favorite station/personality: Hands down The Big
89, WLS/Chicago – from Larry Lujack to Tommy Edwards to Bob Sirott to John Landecker. I could listen all
day and night and did so with a small transistor radio
under my pillow. I couldn’t wait for the new WLS music
surveys to come out each week at the record stores
with the Top 40 list, jock bios and artist spotlights.
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: Every
song by ELO. Most were not hits, but should have
been. Jeff Lynne is a genius!
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “Makin’ It” by David
Naughton. It was top 5 in 1979 and a brief TV
show, also.
Early radio interaction: As a pre-teen I would
call WLS and The Loop [WLUP] all the time to
request ELO. I remember calling The Loop once to
request a new ELO song that had just played and I
could tell the jock was annoyed.
Early artist
interaction: Got
a high-five from
Daryl Hall at an
ELO/Hall & Oates
show.
Music purchase:
Cut-out version of
ELO’s Out Of The
Blue. I wore out
the Concerto For
A Rainy Day side
with “Mr. Blue Sky”
on it.
Music poster:
ELO, FleetwooMac.
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w9
Jimmy Harnen
Republic Nashville President, BMLG EVP
w6
John Dickey
Cumulus Media Partners Co-COO & EVP
Favorite station/personality: AOR WRIF/Detroit
and Arthur P. Who didn’t want to sound like him? Wow.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “Whip It,” Devo. Not
sure why, but even today the song drives me crazy.
Early radio interaction: I remember trying to win
tickets to a beach party AOR WSHE (SHE 103)/Miami
was throwing.
Music poster in my room: Jack Nicklaus. No music
posters. I wanted to be a professional golfer.

w7
Gary Overton
Sony/Nashville Chairman/CEO
Favorite station/personality: Top 40 WABC/New
York circa 1964. Cousin Brucie. The Beatles! Alison
Steele on “Progressive Rock” WNEW circa 1972. Her
sultry voice reading poetry accompanied by a lone
flute each night before her overnight shift – she and
the other jocks played whatever they wanted. Heaven!
And Del DeMontreaux on WHN circa 1975. Country
in New York! They played Conway and Loretta, Kenny
Rogers, Mel Tillis, Charley Pride and Ronnie Milsap. I
was hooked.
Huge hit
I couldn’t
stand: The Bee
Gees, “Stayin’
Alive.” Those
high, thin,
stacked vocals.
The outfits. The
hair. The musical mascots for
Disco, which I
also hated.
Early radio
interaction:
Those air
personalities
were gods!
I was too
intimidated to
call a radio
station and ask
them to play a
certain song.
I’ve gotten over
that in the last
few years.
First music purchase: Santana’s Abraxas on an
orange plastic eight-track tape and Steppenwolf Live
double vinyl LP with “The Pusher,” which my parents
wouldn’t let me play in the house because of the laguage.
Music poster in my room: Jimi Hendrix black
light poster I bought in Phoenix at a “head shop” a
few days after seeing my very first concert there. The
Doobie Brothers.

w8
Doug Montgomery
Clear Channel Premium Choice PD
Clear Channel/Grand Rapids OM

Favorite station/personality: Growing up in Detroit, it was Mike Halloran on WDET and later WLBS
and WDTX. His show was called Radios In Motion
after the song from XTC, and it was Alternative
back when Alternative
was still referred to as
New Wave. I wanted to
have a show like that
largely based in musical discovery.
Non-hit I thought
should be a smash:
Gino Vannelli’s “Black
Cars.” My first car
only had an AM radio.
Fortunately the Canadian stations were still
playing music on AM so
I am an expert on ‘80s
Can-Con.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “Harden My Heart,”
Quarterflash.
Early radio interaction: The same building in
Dearborn where my mom would have to drive me to
pick up prizes is where I sat with the GMs discussing a
PD job some 20 years later.
Early artist interaction: I went to school with the
children of some Motown stars. Edward Patten (one of
Gladys Knight’s Pips) lived a couple of doors down.
First music purchase: ELO “Sweet Talkin’ Woman” 45 I bought only because it was on colored
vinyl. I’m not sure I was familiar with their music at
the time.

Favorite station/personality: As a college senior
in Wilkes-Barre, PA, I naively walked across the street
to see Jeff Walker, afternoon DJ at Top 40 WKRZ,
who actually met with me and listened to a two-song
demo my band Synch had just recorded. Before the
first chorus of “Where Are
You Now?” was finished
he yelled, “That’s a hit!”
He played it for the PD, Al
Brock, and WKRZ added and
played it ... a lot. Next thing
we knew, they asked us to
open for Bon Jovi and the
song spread to stations in
Allentown, Philadelphia and
more before Columbia/CBS
Records offered us a contract. At that moment, I was
addicted. It was the single
defining moment when I realized that I was a record
guy living inside of an artist body.
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: Sheriff’s “When I’m With You.” Again, WKRZ played the
daylights out of it in 1983, but it did not become a hit
until Nationwide rediscovered it in 1989.
Early radio interaction: I called radio request lines
all the time. Early on, I actually got so nervous I hung
up if the DJ answered.
Early artist interaction: I won’t mention the name,
but it was a big letdown. He was a total dick ... no
other way to put it. In fact, he’s still a dick.
Music poster in my room: Kiss.

w10
Royce Risser
UMG/Nashville SVP/Promotion

Non-hit I thought should be a smash: “Long
Day,” Matchbox 20. It was a hit at Rock radio, but
didn’t spread to other formats. Thankfully, lack of
success on that first single didn’t dampen the label’s
belief in the act.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Anything by Air Supply.
Early radio interaction: I would spend hours
requesting songs and making dedications to whatever
girl I was in love with, but never heard them on-air.
The anger gradually built until I fired off letters to both
stations ... that were never answered. I vowed never to
listen again if I didn’t get a response within 10 days.
By day three or four, I was going through withdrawal
and tuned back in.
Early artist interaction: My mom loved Neil
Sedaka and dragged me along to my first concert. I
swore he waved at me. Little did I know he was waving to everyone.
First music purchase: Marshall Tucker Band,
Searchin’ For A Rainbow. I was obsessed with “Fire On
The Mountain.”
Music poster in my room: Elton John, The Eagles,
several others that were all crowded out by Farrah
Fawcett. She was my first true crush and I even tried
to dedicate songs to her on the radio ... to no avail,
of course.

w12
John Marks
SiriusXM Sr. Dir./Country Programming
Favorite station/personality: WSAI/Cincinnati
fueled my desire to get into radio. Jim Scott was in
mornings and ended up being one of the most enduring personalities in Cincinnati. I think he’s still on the
air in some capacity, and I had the privilege of working at WSAI with him in the late ‘70s.

Favorite station/personality: First, Top 40 XETRAAM (The Mighty 690)/Tijuana, then Top 40 KIIS/Los
Angeles. I loved listening to Rick Dees and I’m still

trying to find his “Candid Phones” bits.
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: Peter
Schilling’s “Major Tom.”
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Culture Club’s “Do
You Really Want To Hurt Me.” I grew to like it, but
years later.
Early artist interaction: My grandparents took me
to see a Broadway show featuring Florence Henderson. Somehow they knew her, so we got a meet-andgreet. We had never met, but she came up, hugged
me and said, “Oh, it is so good to see you again!” I
was probably eight years old and I was completely
stunned. I said, “Good to see you again, too!” After
all, it was Mrs. Brady and I had seen her before many,
many times. Awkward.
First music purchase: Styx, Paradise Theatre. I also
had the Grease soundtrack because I was in love with
Olivia Newton-John (still am), but I think my mom
bought that for me.
Music poster in my room: The Alarm. That was in
high school. I was obsessed.

w11
Jon Loba
Broken Bow Music Group SVP/Label Group
Favorite station/personality: I loved Rick Dees on
KIIS/Los Angeles and Scott Shannon on Rock/Metal
“Pirate Radio” KQLZ. Both personalities and stations
seemed to be pushing the envelope at the time.

Non-hit I thought should be a smash: “I’m
Alive,” by Johnny Thunder and separately by
Tommy James. I won the Johnny Thunder version in
a radio contest.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Anything from Don
Kirshner. Manufactured pop drivel that was very successful time and again. Chief offender – “Bang Shang
A Lang,” The Archies.
Early radio interaction: I used to stay up late
listening to WSAI’s Bud Stagg on my transistor under
the pillow. He’d do phone ins and I got to be on the
air a couple of times. I ended up doing some voice
work with him back when I came to work at WSAI.
Music purchase: The Lovin’ Spoonful’s Greatest Hits.
Music poster in my room: The black silhouette of
Bob Dylan with his color psychedelic hair.

w13
Kurt Johnson
Townsquare SVP/Programming
Favorite station/personality: WLS/Chicago. John
Landecker was an original and all of us future-radio
kids in the Midwest were glued to the radio every
night to hear what he’d do next. He saw the humor in
the whole thing – the station, the songs, the very fact
of being a DJ.
Non-hit I
thought should
be a smash:
Tycoon, “Such A
Woman.” Great
hook.
Huge hit I
couldn’t stand:
“Fly Robin Fly,”
Silver Convention. Great. Now
that’s stuck in my
head.
Early radio interaction: I was
the sixth winner
ever on Top 40 WZEE (Z104)/Madison when it signed
on. I still have the prizes: A Z-Shirt and my Z104
Supercard (No. 00006).
Early artist interaction: Robert Plant spoke to me
on Led Zeppelin IV. Does that count?
First music purchase: Hall & Oates, Abandoned
Luncheonette.
Music poster in my room: Boston, Dark Side of the
Moon, Book of Dreams.
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w17
Steve Hodges
Capitol SVP/Promotion
w14
Kevin Herring
Warner Music Nashville SVP/Promotion
Station/personality:
Growing up in Detroit
I was so lucky to be
around great radio.
From J.P. McCarthy at
News/Talk/Sports WJR
to Robin Seymour at
Top 40 WKNR (Keener
13), but my favorite
was Dick Purtan. He
was so funny, so fast,
so relatable.
Non-hit I thought
should be a smash:
Radio was the authority to me. If they played
it, it was a hit.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “50 Ways To Leave Your
Lover” by Paul Simon.
Early radio interaction: At 18 I got picked to do
the W4 [WWWW] Amateur Hour, where you got to
play any songs you wanted. My first time on the radio,
and at the station I would eventually work.
Early artist interaction: Eddie Kendricks from The
Temptations used to come into the disco where I spun
records. He was always very nice to me.
First music purchase: Alice Cooper’s Welcome To
My Nightmare and Steely Dan’s Pretzel Logic.

w15
Jack Purcell
Big Machine SVP/Promotion
Favorite station/personality: KZIO/Duluth, MN.
I taped Zeppelin A-to-Z and still have it on cassette!
They fed me Skynyrd, Floyd, Toto, Jackson Browne,
Petty, Stones, Fleetwood Mac, Supertramp, The Big
Chuck (Charlie Daniels), Marshall Tucker, Genesis
and Bob Marley.
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: Peter Gabriel’s “Games
Without Frontiers.” It’s full of
political references that I had
no idea about.
Huge hit I
couldn’t stand:
The Sweet, “Little
Willy.” Hated
and loved it.
Dammit, make it
stop. I’m hearing
it again!
Early radio
interaction: I
remember how
freaking slow rotary phones were. In my haste, I’d
accidentally hang up on the DJ. And every once in
a while you’d get through only to hear the DJ say,
“Sorry, you’re No. 8. Call back again.“ Click.
Early artist interaction: I was playing drums and
living in a broom closet at a ski resort when Buddy
Rich’s band came to play. I stalked him all day until I
finally gave up. Walking away dejected, there he was
and, for the life of me, I could not utter a word. It was
bad. He walked by, I panicked and shouted down
the hall, “Hey, Buddy!” He turned around and looked
at me. “What?” I waved. Completely annoyed, he
shrugged his arms, turned and walked away. I was
completely 100% star struck. It was awesome.
First music purchase: Rolling Stones, “Miss You.”
Music poster in my room: Drums. Bonzo, Bellson,
Mick and Rich next to Farrah and Loni.

w16
Johnny Chiang
KKBQ Houston OM/PD
Station/personality: I grew up in Southern California
listening to Rock, so KLOS, KMET and KROQ. I never
missed The Seventh Day
with Uncle Joe Benson
on KLOS.
Non-hit I thought
should be a smash:
Big Pig, “Breakaway.”
Early radio interaction: I actually called
into KABC during a
Dodgers postgame
show and got on! I
remember arguing with
the host about how
poorly Bob Welch pitched that night.
First music purchase: Van Halen.

Station/personality:
We only had one set of
call letters in Harrison,
AR: KHOZ-AM (Country) & FM (Pop). Marc
Williams was the local
legend on the air. Casey
Kasem was engrained in
my brain every weekend. My love for the St.
Louis Cardinals came
courtesy of the booming night signal from
KMOX-AM/St. Louis. I
spent many nights on the
front porch listening to
Jack Buck.
Non-hit I thought
should be a smash: I
thought every song radio
played on the radio was,
and is, a hit. Now you’re telling me I was wrong?!
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Far and away, “You
Light Up My Life.”
Early radio interaction: That dreaded busy signal
on the request line was the extent of it.
Early artist interaction: I never got close to an
artist before getting in radio in high school. One
night after a local show we went to my high school
(which was set up for graduation the next day)
moved all the chairs from the gym floor and played
basketball for two hours with Steve Wariner, his
brother Terry and road manager TK Kimbrell. They
won. The best part is that I got to work with Steve
many years later at Capitol.
First music purchase: “Family Tradition,” Hank, Jr.
Music poster in my room: Olivia Newton-John
and Hank, Jr. I’m sure he wishes they were on the
same poster.

w18
Mike Curb
Curb Records Chairman
Favorite station/personality: KRLA and Casey
Kasem. Casey and I became best friends because
we both were interested in the history of the music
business. Sadly, I recently delivered the eulogy at
Casey’s funeral.
Early radio interaction: When I was 18 I met
Casey and tried to get him to play my college music
group’s recordings.
Early artist interaction: I met Bobby Darin as he
was walking into the Capitol building in Los Angeles.
I walked beside him to get through security, then got
on the elevator with him. He asked what I was doing,
and I told him I was planning on submitting songs to
Capitol, but I would be glad to submit them to him
first. He said he had a new publishing company and
invited me to play some songs for him, which led him
to sign me to a publishing contract.

First music purchase: B.B. King’s “3 O’Clock Blues”
on RPM Records.
Music poster in my room: I lived in the Compton/
Watts area of California and B.B. King was performing at a nearby club. I was only six or seven and too
young to go to the performance, but the next day I
walked by the venue and the owner gave me a B.B.
King poster, which I still have.

w19
Carson James
BBR Music Group SVP/Promotion
Favorite station/personality: Top 40 WTOBAM/Winston-Salem, NC. All day long. I met one of
the jocks at friend’s house and he was the funniest

person (hell, I was 10) and I became enamored
with what he did.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Anything by Dylan. Just.
Don’t. Get. It.
Early radio interaction: Calling the station
repeatedly and, as soon as the jock answered and
realized I was just a kid, getting hung up on. I thought
it was a phone issue at the time. Now I know!
Early artist interaction: Herman’s Hermits were in
town and hot as fire. My uncle, a police officer who
worked concerts for extra money, called my mother
to tell her what hotel they were at. She took me there
and I met and talked with Peter Noone. He was such
a good guy. Ironically, my older cousin camped out
where they were staying, but it was the wrong hotel.
They had switched at the last minute. When she found
out, she was so pissed that I met him and she didn’t!
First music purchase: Any and every Beatles 45.

w20
Joel Raab
Joel Raab Associates Country
Programming Consultants

Favorite station/personality: Dan Ingram on Top
40 WABC-AM/New York. My mother would laugh and
I didn’t understand what she was laughing at. And I
was laughing at bits she didn’t get. His humor worked
on so many levels. And his timing was impeccable.

Non-hit I thought should be a smash: “Shilo,”
Neil Diamond.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “You Light Up My Life.”
Early radio interaction: I was 14 and I got to be
a “Student DJ“ on WBAB/Long Island. They even let
Student DJs read commercials, until I botched one.
After my show, the board ops read the spots.
Early artist interaction: I saw Sam The Sham And
The Pharaohs on a plane when I was a kid.
First music purchase: More Of The Monkees. I
admit it. I loved the Prefab Four. They (and their studio
musicians) made some of the best records of that era.
Music poster in my room: A Buddy Holly poster I
won from WCBS-FM.

wEntercom
21 Mike
Moore
VP/Country, KWJJ/Portland PD
Favorite station/personality: KDWB and WLOL in
Minneapolis were locked in a
tremendous Top 40 battle for
years. So many great ones over
the years – Hines & Berglund,
Craig Hunt, Bill Lee, Greg
Thunder, “Humble” Billy Hayes,
Lisa Carr, Steve Douglas and
Alan Kabel all had a tremendous influence on what I consider great radio. Fortunately,
I have gotten to know many of
these folks over the years and consider them friends.
Early radio interaction: Got to see John Hines and
Bob Berglund doing a live broadcast at some bar in
Minneapolis. They gave me a “Get Me Up WLOL”
sweatshirt, which I still have.
First music purchase: Sweet, “Fox On The Run.”

w22
Jeff Garrison
Cox Country Format Leader
San Antonio OM, KCYY PD

Favorite station/personality: WLS/Chicago,
Growing up in Longview, TX,
I would listen nights to John
Records Landecker. Remember all the callers and crazy
bits he had on every night? I
never wanted to miss a minute of his show.
Early radio interaction: I
would call KFRO-AM/Longview
just hoping I could get through
on the request line.
Early artist interaction:
Seeing Stevie Ray Vaughn in
Nacogdoches in ‘81. It was an awesome show and I
partied with SRV afterwards. It was a crazy night, let
me just say that!
First music purchase: Led Zeppelin II eight-track.
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w23
Keith Gale
RCA SVP/Promotion
Favorite station/personality: WABC-AM and WNBC-AM in NYC during their Top 40 wars. It awesome
stuff. Harry Harrison and Ron Lundy on WABC, WNBC
had Don Imus in the morning and then brought in this
guy named Howard Stern for afternoons.
Non-hit I thought
should be a smash:
The theme song to a
short-lived TV show
called The San Pedro
Beach Bums. Even then,
I thought that positive
“buddy” songs should be
on the radio.
Huge hit I couldn’t
stand: If it was on the
radio, I loved it. I would
have been a great one to
participate in ‘70s call out research.
Early radio interaction: My brother and I would
take turns calling. He actually won a pair of tickets to
the New York premiere of the movie Murder By Death
and went with my mom. I thought they were both
celebrities, especially him because his name was on
the radio.
First music purchase: Took a bus to the Paramus
mall Sam Goody’s to buy Bruce Springsteen’s Greetings From Asbury Park.

w24
Becky Brenner
Albright & O’Malley & Brenner
Consulting Partner

Favorite station/
personality: John
Records Landecker on
WLS-AM/Chicago. He
had so much fun and
picked the best tunes
to play. Loved the
“Boogie Check” at
the end of the night.
Non-hit I thought
should be a
smash: “Daybreak,”
Barry Manilow. I loved
the lyrics so much I
wrote a paper about
them for my Psych
class in high school. It
was my “I can save
the world” stage.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “Another Brick In The Wall.”
Early radio interaction: My very first concert was
Styx at the local fair. The radio station was set up
at the gate and their morning DJ was the emcee. It
was awesome.
First music purchase: Donny Osmond, “Puppy
Love.” I was in eighth grade and it reminded me of
my fifth grade crush.
Music poster in my room: David Cassidy.

w25
Shane Allen
UMG/Nashville VP/Promotion
Favorite station/personality: As a teen in Southern California, I remember listening to KSON, KFRG,
KZLA, KLOS, KROQ and KIIS. I had a pair of KROQ
Vans shoes. Mark & Brian at KLOS always cracked me
up. I probably listened to Tony & Kris, Kimo Jensen
and Nick Upton
at KSON more
than anyone. I
started interning
for Tony & Kris
when I was 20
and they weren’t
much older than
me.
Early artist interaction: When
I was about
seven, I would always sing along with “Coca-Cola
Cowboy.” So my parents and grandparents took me
along to see Mel Tillis at a bar where grandpa knew
a bouncer or someone in the road crew. They were
able to get Mel to dedicate it to me. I felt pretty tall
for a kid that night.
Early radio interaction: Nick Upton recorded
me telling that story and played it as the intro to my
request for “Coca-Cola Cowboy” in his afternoon
flashback feature years later.
First music purchase: George Strait Greatest Hits,
John Mellencamp Scarecrow or Kenny Rogers Greatest Hits, but I can’t remember the specific order.

w26
Lesly Tyson
Arista VP/Promotion

w29
Brian Thomas
WNSH/New York PD

Favorite station/personality: Top 40 WHHY/
Montgomery, AL. My dad’s friend Larry Stevens was
in mornings. They did a daily birthday segment and
Larry would make a big deal about my siblings and
me – it was very sweet.
Non-hit I thought should
be a smash: Duran Duran,
“Save A Prayer.”
Huge hit I couldn’t stand:
Anything and everything from
Tiffany or Debbie Gibson.
Early radio interaction: In
junior high, Larry had my
cheerleader friends and I onair to talk about our first big
football game. I am pretty
sure all we did was giggle
into the mics. I knew then I
wasn’t great on-air.
Early artist interaction:
I met Dave Matthews after
a club show in Tuscaloosa when I was in college. My
friends and I thought they were amazing and waited
to meet him and buy his EP. I probably saw them 15
times in different college towns around the South.
First music purchase: Duran Duran Rio, Michael
Jackson Thriller or The Eagles Hotel California.
Music poster in my room: Duran Duran. When
I was in my first regional gig in Atlanta, they were
in-studio with Leslie Fram at 99X and I got to meet
them. I felt like a teenager all over again!

Favorite station/personality: Boogie Check –
John Records Landecker on WLS/Chicago and then
Rick Dees on KIIS when I moved to the west coast. His
characters were great!
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: “I Melt
With You,” Modern English. Some Soft ACs finally
added the record in 2006 so I guess I was right.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: Taco, “Puttin’ On The Ritz.”
Early radio interaction: I qualified to win a Levi’s
van from WVIC/Lansing. They woke me up on a
Saturday morning – you could tell I was sleeping, but
my voice perked up quickly when I realized I was on
the radio!
Early artist interaction: One of my buddies got me
backstage to meet Ann and Nancy Wilson of Heart at
Michigan State. Funny, I think Exile was the opening
act before they went country.
First music purchase: Fleetwood Mac, Rumours.
Music poster in my room: I think we had Kiss, but
sharing a room with my brother it was more likely pinups. Farrah, Cheryl Tiegs, Susan Anton and Heather
Thomas ... no relation.

w27
Bobby Bones
Clear Channel/Premiere’s
The Bobby Bones Show

Favorite station/personality: Bob Robbins at
KSSN Country and Tommy Smith, who was on the
Classic Rock station in Little Rock. I listened to both
every morning – even if I didn’t have to go to school.
I worked in the same building as them years later and
could never work up the nerve to say hello.
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: “Ninja
Rap,” Vanilla Ice. I loved the Ninja Turtles when I
was a kid. I would call the local Top 40 station to get
them to play Vanilla Ice’s song from the movie. They
never would.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “Who Let The Dogs
Out,” Baha Men.
Early radio interaction: I would call our
local station and get
on the air every night.
I was probably 12
to 14 years old. My
name was Bobby The
Barbarian. For some
reason, they would
always put me on.
Early artist interaction: I never met a
single famous person
before I got into radio, and now I wish I had never
met a single famous person!
First music purchase: Diamond Rio tape, AC/DC CD.
Music poster in my room: I didn’t have a room until
college. I didn’t have walls on the living room couch!
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J.R.Schumann
KSCS & KPLX/Dallas OM, KSCS PD
Favorite station/personality: Bobby Bell on Country KNUE/Tyler, TX and Hubcap Carter at night on
KLUV/Dallas. He was the first guy to let me be on the
radio. Even as a kid I “K-Loved my Oldies.”
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: “Three
Marlenas” by The Wallflowers. That entire One Headlight album is one of the best.
Huge hit I couldn’t stand: “Achy Breaky Heart.”
Early radio interaction: I once won a trip to see
Garth Brooks from KNUE. My grandfather and I went.
It turned out to be 40 degrees and raining, but was
still one of the best concerts I’ve ever been to.
Early artist interaction: First meet-and-greet ever
was with Reba McEntire at the Oil Palace in Tyler with
my grandmother.
Music purchase: Huey Lewis And The News, Fore!
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Marci Braun
WUSN/Chicago APD/MD
Favorite station/personality: I started listening
to WUSN in high school. J.D, The Katman, and Trish
Biondo in the morning before school. It was then that
I decided I wanted to be on air like Trish, and be an
MD even though I didn’t
have the foggiest idea
what an MD did.
Non-hit I thought
should be a smash: We
listened to Oldies (WJMK)
all the time, so everything
I listened to growing up
was a hit.
Early radio interaction: I was working at
Supercuts (not doing hair,
I promise ... I was an
amazing receptionist) and
we were listening to Rick
Dees’ countdown. I had
to fax in an answer to his
trivia question (yes, fax)
and I won a stereo!
Early artist interaction:
I was in Reba McEntire’s
fan club in the early ‘90s. The first time I got to go
backstage for the Q&A, I raised my hand and asked
what kind of shampoo she used. She said, “Paul
Mitchell.” I went out and bought all Paul Mitchell
products the next morning.
First music purchase: Barbara Mandrell’s Spun
Gold on cassette.
Music poster in my room: Late ‘80s was all Joey
McIntyre and NKOTB. Mid ‘90s was all Garth and
Reba and, truth be told, Ultimate Warrior and The
Rockers from WWF.
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Blair Garner
Cumulus America’s Morning Show Host
Favorite station/personality: I lived in Canyon,
TX, but had my brother in New York make tapes of
Steve O’Brien doing afternoons on WYNY. He was
the definition of smooth. I called, said I was a DJ, too,
had been on the air for two months and would like
to send a tape for suggestions. Two weeks later, I got
that critique from him on NBC stationery and put his
principles into practice. Three months later I was hired
by John Shomby at KAFM/Dallas.
Non-hit I thought should be a smash: Chicago,
“Dialogue.” I’m still moved by that message.
Huge hit I couldn’t
stand: Melanie Safka’s
“Brand New Key.”
Early radio interaction: I
called KGNC/Amarillo
every single day and got
through five or six times in a
row. Finally, the DJ told me I
had called too much. Yes, I
was a “prize pig.”
Early artist interaction:
My dad played a gig with
Sonny & Cher in Lubbock,
TX. We stayed in the same
hotel and I conveniently
hung out in the lobby
until I saw them pass by.
I couldn’t get through the
crowd to get an autograph,
but I do remember telling mom that Cher had really
bad acne. Funny what you remember.
First music purchase: The 45 of Elton John’s
“Rocket Man.” I had to race across the room before
Elton sang the word “hell.” If my dad were to hear
that, I knew he would throw it in the trash.
Music poster: The Beatles Rubber Soul.
CAC
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