HOW SWEET THE SOUND
Bright Shining As The Sun:
Darius Rucker,
Keith Urban, Lady
Antebellum and Eric
Church open the awards
with “Amazing Grace”
and “Hold My Hand.”

L

ittle more than five weeks after the darkest day in country music history, the
industry turned out for an awards week shaded by tragedy. Onstage at the 51st
CMA Awards, the aim was to “mourn, celebrate the good things and lift one another up,”
as co-host Brad Paisley put it. The show, and the week, did just that. Country music weathered
its biggest storm with an amazing amount of grace.

THANK YOU COUNTRY RADIO!

2017 Broadcast Award Winners
WYCT/Pensacola, FL.

Our Town: Rascal Flatts, Dierks Bentley and Eddie Montgomery
honor the late Troy Gentry.

SMALL MARKET STATION
“I’ll tell you what, there’s nothing like sitting
in those floor seats soaking it all in,” says PD/
morning show host Brent Lane. Participating in
the remotes was an eye-opener as well. “It’s unreal,” he says. “This was the first time we’ve done
the broadcast and it was like we had 40 or 50
best friends stop by and visit. And they all have
Cat Country Christmas Party
unaided Pensacola stories. Midland told us how
they landed at the airport and went to McGuires
Irish Pub. Ryan Hurd loves the sushi at Dharma Blue. And so many have played
the Flora-Bama for the songwriters festival. Brett Eldredge talking about how
five years ago he snuck out back before his show at the Fish House and used a
pocket fisherman to try to catch a few. Thomas Rhett had just played in town.”
“Standing on the stage holding the trophy, I thought about our community
back home and our team. There are 35 people that worked hard to get that
award. Then Garth won Entertainer of the Year and I get a text to come to the
party to celebrate. He walks up and punches me in the chest and asks where
my co-host is. She had gone to get some sleep. Then, being front row for the
Sugarland reunion at FGL House was amazing.
“We waited until Wednesday to pick our trophy up. We didn’t want to drop
it, lose it or have it disappear from our hotel room. And we wanted our first
photo of it to be onstage the night of the show. If we can find the right case
for it, we’d like to do a town tour with it.”

WIVK/Knoxville

Softly And Tenderly: Carrie Underwood sings as the show
pays tribute to victims of the Las Vegas shooting during the In
Memoriam segment.

MEDIUM MARKET STATION
“I love being so close to Nashville,” says PD Nikki
Thomas. “We were able to drive over the week before for the nominees dinner at the Parthenon.
Mac, Thomas,
“This is such a huge honor, and we have a lobby
Gunner, Dave full of these trophies. There are 12 station awards
Jeffries, Jessica and that doesn’t count our personalities who have
Snoeyenbos won. WIVK has such a long history of community
service and it is so great to now be doing radio in my
hometown. I grew up listening while my Mamaw made biscuits and gravy for
breakfast. I have family living in Knox Country and Blount County.
“Our staff works so hard. It’s a blessing that we don’t take lightly. The radiothon that we did for wildfire relief this year was so special. To see our listeners
raise over $300,000 was amazing.
“As for the show, it was a great chance to unify the country. Carrie Underwood’s performance was so beautiful. It was cool to see Governor Haslam at
the after-party – he’s from East Tennessee too.”
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WQDR/Raleigh

I Can’t Drive 55: Publisher of the Year Warner/Chappell’s Ben
Vaughn, Songwriter of the Year Ashley Gorley, Song of the Year
songwriters Dave Kuncio and Josh Mirenda (“Somewhere On A
Beach”) and Warner Chappell’s Jon Platt (l-r) at the 55th annual
ASCAP Country Music Awards.

LARGE MARKET STATION
“It was a whirlwind,” says three-time (2011, 2014 and 2017) station winning
PD Lisa McKay. “My morning show was there for the broadcast starting Sunday
but I flew in Wednesday and back out Thursday. Our middayer (Sean Cash),
night host (Cruise) and
promotion director (Mimi
Nichols) were also there.
Getting all eight of us to the
show was like herding cats.
“I’m not a girly girl, but
we ended up getting our
hair and makeup done. It
Cash, Janie Carothers, Nichols, Mike
was great, I didn’t have to
Wheless, McKay, Cruise
think about it the rest of the
night. And the folks from
CMA, Brandi (Simms) and Brenden (Oliver) are so helpful and nice. I love
that radio is so relevant to the success of our format and with our listeners.
We are so grateful to them. We did walk holes in our feet going to the parties
afterward and took 700 pictures.
“One of the things I always love is taking the trophy on the plane and
having to get it out of the box at security – but this time we had TSA-pre and
didn’t get to show it off. We all flew back together and I was a little concerned
that our whole staff was on the plane. There were even a couple artists who
live in North Carolina with us.”

WIL/St. Louis

The Life Of The (After) Party: Warner Music Nashville’s artists
and staff at their post-CMA party. Pictured (back row, l-r) are
Monique Benjamin, William Michael Morgan, Megan Joyce,
High Valley’s Curtis Rempel and Brad Rempel, Matt Signore,
Morgan Evans and Ben Kline; (third row) Cale Dodds, Tim
Foisset, Frankie Ballard, Cole Swindell, John Esposito, Brett
Eldredge, Chris Janson and Walker County’s Sophie Dawn and
Ivy Dene; (second row) Shane Tarleton, Dan + Shay’s Dan
Smyers and Shay Mooney, Scott Hendricks, Michael Ray, Devin
Dawson, Ryan Kinder, Ashley McBryde and Cris Lacy; (front row)
Tegan Marie, Kristen Williams, RaeLynn, Hunter Hayes, Bailey
Bryan, Wes Vause and Randy Travis.

Brad
ge.

Color Rush: Sony Entertainment CEO Rob Stringer, P!nk, Miranda
Lambert and Sony/Nashville’s Randy Goodman at the company’s post-awards bash.

MAJOR MARKET STATION
When warned that folks may not like hearing that going to his very first
CMA Awards also included picking up a Station of the Year trophy, PD Scott
Roddy laughed, “I’ll take the hate.
“We flew in Tuesday and got to see the town. Driving down Music Row seeing all the studios and labels, I was singing ‘Chasin’ That Neon Rainbow’ in
my head. And when Alan Jackson did it on the show, I just laughed to myself. I
remember playing it as a current
on 45 at WCBK/Martinsville,
IN. And it was cue-burned like a
mother.
“It was great to experience
the trip with (APD/MD) Danny
Montana. Everyone knows him.
We’d be walking down the street
and folks would stop to say hello.
When we got to take the picture
A “congrats” party gathering.
onstage, they had just fogged the
room and it blew me away. I reverted to being that kid in Southern Indiana.
“It was great to see one of my mentors Charlie Morgan (Roddy’s former
market manager in Indianapolis and CMA board member). He and I spent an
hour catching up with Fritz Moser (WLHK/Indianapolis PD).
“I’m still riding the awards week high. Our team worked so hard to win this
award against some strong, iconic brands. And at the show I sat next to Sam
Moore and talked his ear off. Once I saw the call letters on the screen, that’s
when it sunk in.”

Don Evans, DeAnn Stephens
Officer Don & DeAnn, WBUL/Lexington, KY
SMALL MARKET PERSONALITY
DE: It was cooler than I imagined, and I’ve been able to do some cool things.
I can’t sing, I can’t write, I can’t dance. I kind of feel like I cheated the system
to win this.
DS: We were so excited to come to Nashville
and they really rolled out the red carpet. Not
only the CMA, but the artists were so sincere.
They were happy for us. Artists who came for
interviews but had never won the award wanted
to pick up the trophy and check it out. When
we were onstage with the other winners, I
said, “Look, we’re the smallest people here.”
Spending the week, seeing everyone and the
togetherness was amazing. We were just being
Evans, Garth
our goofy selves.
Brooks, Stephens
DE: The award is so coveted. Even Garth
Brooks picked it up and said, “This is a big
deal. I remember winning my first one. No one can take this away from you.”
DS: One, I can’t believe it. And two, the support from our local listeners and
the industry is fantastic.
DE: Being a cop, I am usually pretty understated, but I may have smiled a bit
more that week.
DS: I thank my parents, husband and Jesus.
DE: I thank her.

Natalie Cash, Matt Bradley
Cash & Bradley, KWEN/Tulsa, OK

Make You Hurt: Celebrating the SESAC Song of the Year “It
Don’t Hurt Like It Used To” are (l-r) Major Bob/Castle Bound’s
Chandler Thurston, Spirit Music’s Daniel Hill and Freeman
Wizer, Billy Currington, songwriter Cary Barlowe, SESAC’s
Shannan Hatch, Major Bob’s Tina Crawford and Bob Doyle and
Spirit’s Billy Lynn.
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MEDIUM MARKET PERSONALITY
MB: It was a blur. What an insane crazy time. I just
counted it up ... we interviewed 80 artists in three days.
NC: Spending time with Luke Bryan, Dustin Lynch,
Brett Eldredge…
MB: And Natalie asked Brett about who he is dating.
NC: We kept bumping into Kid Rock. We ended up seeing him at Losers. I was a definite winner that night.
MB: When they called our names, walking out onstage was an out-of-body experience.
NC: We took our moms to the show.
MB: They asked if we were sitting near anyone and I looked around and
didn’t see stars, then the show started and they were all onstage. We sat near
the small stage where Eric Church and Carrie Underwood sang. It was weird
to see them just walk out and have people wanting to say hi and shake hands.
They were like, “I have to go on TV now.”
NC: Our first Uber was a Tesla. He even let it self-drive for a bit.
MB: The parties we remember were a blast. I’m sure the ones we don’t remember were fun, too.
NC: We want to thank our listeners. And Keith Urban.
MB: And the folks from Cox Radio for the environment we get to work in.
And to our families. Doing mornings is a huge sacrifice for them too.

JILLIAN JACQUELINE
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Amanda Valentine, Jesse Tack
Amanda and Jesse, WUBE/Cincinnati

Party Rock: Kid Rock (r) with BBR Music Group’s Jon Loba (l) and
KKGO/Los Angeles’ Graham Bunn at the label’s eighth annual
pre-CMA party.

LARGE MARKET PERSONALITY
JT: We drove down in the station truck and Facebook-Lived the whole way.
AV: We had trucker hats to hand out and our inflatable T-Rex. We stopped
at Dinosaur World in Cave City, KY and walked through it with the T-Rex
because that’s what you do when you drive to Nashville to pick up your
CMA Award.
JT: We had a lot of people tell
us that’s why we won.
AV: We went to the Broken Bow
pre-party and saw Kid Rock
there. We’ve never been to an
awards show or parties like that
with free drinks.
JT: We were in the roped-off
area that was for him and we
were told politely to leave.
AV: Jesse may have had too much to drink and barfed the next day.
JT: Then we got invited to the Garth party after the show.
AV: And they had sushi. We went to town, we were so hungry. And the next
day, Jesse had steak and eggs for breakfast for the first time at The Southern.
We drove home and recorded a podcast on the way.
JT: We just uploaded it raw, no editing, all 20 minutes of talking about the
trip, our experience in Nashville, just everything that happened.
AV: I want to thank Jesse for being an awesome co-host and putting up with
my crazy. Also, (PD) Grover Collins, (OM) Patti Marshall and Hubbard.
JT: Yes, they trust us and let us do our thing. I want to thank Amanda. She’s
the first co-host I have ever gotten to work with. She makes me a better
personality and better at what I do. And I want to thank my first PD, Jim
O’Hara, who taught me the basics of radio in 1999 at WLLR/Davenport, IA.
He even announced our win on the air and I got a bunch of texts from Iowa.

Mike Chase, Amy Faust
Mike & Amy, KWJJ/Portland, OR
MAJOR MARKET PERSONALITY

Winner’s Circle: BMI’s Mike O’Neill, Publisher of the Year Sony/
ATV’s Troy Tomlinson, Songwriter of the Year Ross Copperman,
Rezonant’s Tim Wipperman, 2017 BMI Icon Bob DiPiero and
BMI’s Jody Williams at the 65th annual BMI Country Awards.

Welcome To The Machine: Big Machine Label Group staff and
artists gather after the CMA Awards. Pictured (back, l-r) are
Brett Young, Drake White, Midland’s Cameron Duddy, Mark
Wystrach and Jess Carson, Trent Harmon and Lauren Jenkins;
(front, l-r) are Andrew Kautz, Carly Pearce, Scott Borchetta,
Sandi Spika Borchetta, Danielle Bradbery and Jimmy Harnen.

Capitol Hill: Celebrants at the UMG/Nashville party are (l-r)
Cindy Mabe, Darius Rucker, Mike Dungan, Carrie Underwood,
Keith Urban and UMG CFO/EVP Boyd Muir.
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MC: We flew in late Tuesday night and I got to visit with my cousin Wednesday while Amy got her nails and hair done.
AF: We did the whole deal – spray tan, hair and makeup, but then had to
walk to the store to get some duct tape because the hem of my dress came
apart. There I am in TV makeup in the middle of Walgreens.
MC: We lost a friend’s son right before the awards and we wanted to honor
him somehow.
AF: Ryan Grimaldi was a firefighter and paramedic. His dad Mike is the nicest guy. He worked here for years.
MC: We told all our listeners about it and shared that we would put our
hands over our hearts on the TV broadcast when we got our moment. The
producer asked us not to, but after we told him the story he said go ahead.
MC: We had great seats. It was so awesome to sit with the other radio winners. Every time a station was on the screen we all went bonkers.
AF: But there was some drama. The guy in front of me was wearing a hat and
he wouldn’t take it off when I asked. I eventually traded seats so I could see.
MC: At one of the parties
I went up to Jon Pardi and
called him a liar. The “I can
only get so fancy” line in his
song – are you kidding? His
jacket had rhinestones and
sparkles. It was the fanciest
one in the room.
AF: And then we posed for
a quick picture with Darius
Rucker and someone jostled
us ... and a glass of red wine spilled on the dress I borrowed from a friend.
MC: It was Brothers Osborne that bumped into us. It was definitely an “It
Ain’t My Fault” moment.
AF: We shipped the awards home and they arrived intact. I put mine on the
back of the toilet at my house. My husband is now calling me his trophy wife.
MC: Mine is here in the office on the shelf. We really want to thank the
listeners and our Format Captain Mike Moore.

Bobby Bones, Amy Brown, “Lunchbox” Dan Chappell,
Eddie Garcia
The Bobby Bones Show, Premiere
NATIONAL PERSONALITY
“We avoid the parties,” says Bones. “We had to do the show the next
morning and I was getting ready to fly to L.A. and was really sick. Plus,
we’re jaded and fortunate that we get to see the artists all the time since
we’re here in Nashville.
“We really didn’t expect to win. It was a surprise. I’m so happy for the
whole team because it’s a real group effort. There may have been four onstage, but there are eight of us with Ray (Slater), the two Morgans (Massengill and Huelsman) and Pitts (Andrew Pittsenbarger), our sound engineer.
He puts all the audio together.
“We’re so lucky our bosses let us do our thing. They let us try stuff and
sometimes we get in trouble. Being the only radio guy on the show, we really
try to let everyone live their lives. Then we talk about it on the radio.”
CAC

Garcia, Chappell, Bones, Brown

