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It Takes A Village: Jon Pardi, Cole Swindell, Lindsay Ell,
Luke Bryan, Luke Combs, Chris Janson and Ashley McBryde
kick off the night with “What Makes You Country” and Keith
Urban takes home Entertainer of the Year.

WHAT
MAKES
US

W

COUNTRY

ith fewer crossover performances than in years past, the
52nd CMA Awards put the focus squarely on country music:
past, present and future. And if the show is any indication of where
the genre is heading, there is a bright – and possibly more socially
conscious and diverse – road ahead.

TROPHY LIFE
CMA B ROADCAST WI N N E RS

KTTS/Springfield, MO
SMALL MARKET STATION

Ricky Don’t Lose That Number: Keith Urban (c) and
John Osborne join Ricky Skaggs for “Highway 40 Blues.”

“This one was different,” says morning host Cash Williams. “Capping [late PD Mark Grantin’s] legacy was special. My co-host Nancy Simpson
was here as long as Mark was,
so when Jason Aldean told us
we’d won, she broke down
crying. It’s not that we hadn’t
hoped to win in the past, but
this one meant more.
“Mark wanted the best out
of you but he also knew your
limits. I can think of a couple of
Cash
times when I was going through
Williams
something personal and fighting through it at work. Mark noticed and encouraged to
step back from worrying about the job for a second. He
knew there was more to life.”

WUSY/Chattanooga, TN
MEDIUM MARKET STATION

Happy Holla Days: UMG/Nashville artists and staff at the label’s post-awards soirée
at the JW Marriott. Pictured (l-r) are Keith Urban, Cindy Mabe, Brothers Osborne’s TJ
Osborne, Jon Pardi, Carrie Underwood, Brothers Osborne’s John Osborne, Eric Church,
Kassi Ashton and Mike Dungan.

“I’m incredibly proud of this team after going through
all the change last year selling to Entercom,” says PD Justin
Cole. “We lost our midday voice-tracker on WUSY, Dex
retired, our night guy moved to afternoons with Mo, and Kyle started
doing nights. So to have all that
and see them conquer is exciting.
“ Of all the stations I’ve worked
at and all the great teams I’ve been
associated with, this one is more
like a family than any of them.
There’s no ego that’s going to stand
in the way of accomplishing a team
goal. They spend time together
Justin Cole
outside of work and they’re always
and wife
there for one another.
Marthablair
“I’m incredibly thankful for
the people here and it’s amazing
to be part of such a heritage brand. Continuing that
longstanding tradition of excellence and service means
the world to me.”
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TROPHY LIFE
WUBE/Cincinnati
LARGE MARKET STATION

Sip Sip Hooray: Sony/Nashville staffers and artists at the company’s post-CMA bash.

“Even though this is not my first
and hopefully not our last, we still
get this natural high,” notes PD
Grover Collins. “I was totally sober
when I found out, but for about
an hour there’s this adrenaline
rush that’s hard to explain.
“The CMAs do everything
right and make us feel like we’re
Grover Collins
as important as the artists. It’s
the best radio format and I’ve worked ‘em all. And it’s
a mini reunion every time we go to Nashville, which is
the best part.
“To celebrate I’m letting each of our jocks take the
award or a weekend like hockey does with the Stanley
Cup. A lot of their family members and friends have
never seen one in person. I’m honored to accept on behalf of the entire staff. They’re the best I’ve worked with
in my 33 years in the industry.”

KKBQ/Houston
MAJOR MARKET STATION

Getting Better All The Time: The Warner Music Nashville team toasts its most CMA
nominations in official company history.

“I try not to get too high, but I’m ecstatic,” says OM/PD
Johnny Chiang. “I was walking by the studio and the morning show producer threw a tennis ball at the window to let
me know [Jason] Aldean was on the phone. I’m happy, but
mostly in seeing recognition for our staff and what
they’ve accomplished.
“Everyone went and
had a great time. I sent
[MD/middayer] Christi
Brooks up with our
market manager at the
last minute to accept
on camera. I sprang it
Christi Brooks and
on her by saying, ‘So
Mark Krieschen
you’re gonna get your 10
seconds on TV. All you have to do is stand there smiling
and holding the fake CMA.’ I’m singling her out, but I
would have sent my whole team if I could have. The station isn’t just me, it’s everyone.”

Steve Waters, Jessica Cash
Steve & Jessica, WFLS/Fredericksburg, VA
SMALL MARKET PERSONALITY

Team Come True: Big Machine Label Group hosts their annual CMA Awards afterparty at
FGL House.

SW: You don’t have to explain the CMA to anybody. Once
we ran Jason Aldean’s call, our listeners went nuts on Facebook and social media.
JC: Going to the CMA
headquarters to get our
credentials and awards
was so fun.
SW: One of my favorite
activities was going to the
artist venues – Jason Aldean’s, Blake Shelton’s,
Luke Bryan’s. We had to
get out and see the town.
JC: The whole rooftop
scene was awesome.
SW: At the awards show
Jessica and Steve
everyone is so nice,
though they’ve got to
be stressed out. Even the artists! Still, they’ll take a brief
second to snap a picture with you. They’re so decent,
kind and warm.
JC: We had great seats. Steve even high fived Thomas Rhett.
SW: Everything– the win, the trip, the show – was surreal.

Ken Hicks, Kelley Bradshaw,
Daniel Wyatt
Ken, Kelley & Daniel, WUSY/Chattanooga
MEDIUM MARKET PERSONALITY

Hares To You: Broken Bow’s Jason Aldean and team meet at the Black Rabbit for drinks
after the CMA Awards. Pictured (l-r) are the label’s Jon Loba, songwriter/guitarist Kurt
Allison, BMG’s Zach Katz, Aldean, songwriter/bassist Tully Kennedy and Knox Records’
Michael Knox.

Six Pack: The Warner/Chappell team celebrates being named Publisher of the Year for
the sixth time at the 56th Annual ASCAP Country Music Awards.
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KH: It’s pretty exciting when a superstar like Jason Aldean
lets you know you’ve won.
DW: It’s like, “Why is he calling us? Are some spins down?”
KH: We’d been nominated, but this was our first win.
Once it happens, you feel almost like you’re a bigger
part of country music.
DW: The awards show
was great, and the
after parties were fun,
too. I told Ken, “We
are the least famous
and rich people in this
room.” I mean, Garth
Brooks, Keith Urban
and all these superstars. “What are we
doing here?”
KH: The CMAs are
at the top of the list
Ken, Kelley and Daniel
of awards. And it’s
all about our listeners because our show is all about
them. We’re smart enough to know they’re funnier
and a whole lot smarter than us.

TROPHY LIFE
Jim Denny, Deborah Honeycutt,
Kevin Freeman
Jim, Deb & Kevin, WFMS/Indianapolis
LARGE MARKET PERSONALITY

Alright, Alright, Alright: Reviver’s David Lee Murphy (c) celebrates his Musical Event of
the Year win for his collaboration with Kenny Chesney on “Everything’s Gonna Be Alright.” Pictured (l-r) are The Orchard’s Jessica Phelps, Alan Becker and Lauren Kasper,
the label’s David Ross and The Orchard’s Brad Navin, Scott Reilly and Dewayne Brown.

Matt’s All, Folks: Matt McGinn is named Songwriter of the Year at the SESAC Nashville Music
Awards. Pictured (l-r) are SESAC’s Shannan Hatch and John Josephson, McGinn and SESAC’s
Kelli Turner.
Amer-Icons: Songwriter/musician Steve
Cropper receives the
BMI Icon Award at the
66th Annual BMI
Country Awards.
Pictured (l-r) are
BMI’s Jody Williams,
John Legend,
Cropper and BMI’s
Mike O’Neill.

JD: This is right up there at the top. You’re fortunate
enough to go up against the very best in the business
and then, “Hey, this
year, you’re the best!”
And to share it with
two of my best friends
– I wouldn’t be here
without them. We
work so well together
and we’re lucky we
spend five, six, seven
hours a day.
DH: We won almost
nine years ago,
Jim, Deborah and Kevin
so it’s nice to know
now that we’re still
doing what we’re supposed to be doing, being relevant
and evolving with radio itself.
KF: This was our third win, and it happened to also
be the third CMA win for Brothers Osborne, too. So
we made a deal beforehand that if they won their third
one, we got to experience that together.
DH: We’re thankful to get to share this with our
spouses, too, and of course our listening audience.
They’re as much our family as anyone.

Bud Ford, Jerry Broadway,
Kelly Rebal, Gregory Paul Ford,
Tom Wall, Becca Walls
Bud & Broadway, WIL/St. Louis
MAJOR MARKET PERSONALITY

BF: We were nominated last year, our first. When
we didn’t win, we just figured, “Well, it’s huge we got
nominated. We’ll get another chance next year.”
JB: It was crazy because we won the ACM in the
spring. As much as I hoped we were going win, there
was no way we’d win both in the same year. That just
doesn’t happen. The trip was great, too. Man, that
show is a well-oiled, smooth-running machine.
BF: Smooth like buttah!
JB: We went to the CMA party, then bounced over

Mac Davis, Becca Walls, Bud Ford, Jerry
Broadway, Kelly Rebal and Tim Wall
Woolagins: Warner Bros./WAR’s Dan + Shay join their label family at Woolworth on 5th
after the CMA Awards. Pictured (l-r) are the label’s John Esposito, the duo’s Dan Smyers,
Warner Music Group CEO/Recorded Music Max Lousada and the duo’s Shay Mooney.

to the BMLG party at FGL House. It was a lot of letters,
but a lot of fun.
BF: When we talked to artists they were congratulating us. Records reps, too! And they know we don’t have
anything to do with music.
JB: I should thank the CMA for the opportunity to
introduce my wife to both Lionel Richie and Keith
Urban, ‘cause I got to be a hero that night.

Lon Helton
Country Countdown USA
NATIONAL PERSONALITY

Squad Goals: Capitol’s Keith Urban and team celebrate his Entertainer of the Year win
at the label’s afterparty. Pictured (l-r) are the label’s Taylor Sloane, Lori Christian and
Cindy Mabe, Urban, Borman Entertainment’s Elisabeth Ashley, Claire Heinichen and
Bethany Seifert, CAA’s Darin Murphy and Borman’s Donna Jean Kisshauer; (back, l-r)
the label’s Joanna Carter and Mike Dungan, producer Dan McCarroll, PFA’s Paul Freundlich and Borman’s Liz Nixon.

Ranch Dressing: Big Machine’s Midland and Valory’s Thomas Rhett at the BMLG
CMA Awards afterparty. Pictured (l-r) are the label’s Scott Borchetta, Midland’s
Jess Carson and Cameron Duddy, Rhett and Midland’s Mark Wystrach.
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“Remember that special feeling you had as a kid
on your birthday?” Helton says. “That’s what it feels
like when you win a CMA, except it lasts from the
moment Jason Aldean calls until ... well, it actually
never wears off.
“The best part of the week comes when CMA’s
Brandi Simms, Brenden Oliver and their team
wrangle all of the radio winners onstage for individual
pictures and a group shot. My wife Anne and I were
joined by our
daughter Amanda,
her husband Jim,
and our son Brad
and his fiancée
Jennifer. You
figure this is never
going to happen
again, so you have
to make the most
of it by having your
family share it.
“Highlights
George Achaves
for me included
and Lon Helton
ignoring the floor
manager’s warning
that he only had one name on the list as I prepared
to go onstage with CCUSA producer/writer George
Achaves. Country Countdown USA has been on the air
for almost 27 years as part of Westwood One. In all that
time it’s been George, talent booker Jo Hunt and me.
This is the ninth time we’ve been honored by CMA. It’s
still just as special as that birthday.”

