As voted by Country radio, the 2014 CRS New Faces are poised to showcase
their talents for arguably their most important audience. Country Aircheck
spoke with each of them about their plans, expectations and experiences.

Brett Eldredge

Tyler Farr

In 2011, Brett Eldredge introduced himself to Country radio as a man who
didn’t mind being called “Raymond,” and followed it up with the pick-up
tune, “It Ain’t Gotta Be Love,” before topping the chart in 2013 with “Don’t
Ya.” He’s currently climbing the charts with “Beat Of The Music.”

At first, Tyler Farr was a “Hot Mess” at Country radio before releasing his
second single “Hello Goodbye” in 2012. The next release “Redneck Crazy”
cracked the Top 5 in 2013. He’s currently working “Whiskey In My Water.”

Country Aircheck: What does it mean to you to be voted a New Face by
Country radio?
Brett Eldredge: Two years ago, I remember, standing outside the entrance
to New Faces unable to even get in because I didn’t have the right pass. I
remember thinking, ‘How cool would it be to get in there and how awesome
would it be to play it?’ Now, I actually get to be on that stage and play for a
huge crowd. To be thought of as one of the New Faces is a huge step for my
career.
What can we expect from your video?
I love putting together skits and videos. That’s my favorite thing to do,
come up with something witty and creative – I guess that’s what we do as
songwriters and artists. I’m probably going to go the funny route because
I like to make people laugh. I want it to be a surprise, but I can’t wait to
make something that will hopefully make people remember me.
How would you describe CRS to your sweet, old, naive grandmother?
I made tons of contacts when I first started just by meeting people at CRS.
It’s a work conference and I’m trying to impress them with my beautiful –
that’s a strong word – with my music and what I do.
Describe your craziest CRS moment:
How did I wake up on my friends’ couch?
What’s the most you’ve eaten on a single day
of your radio tour?
When I started my radio tour, I
was going to these dinners that I’d
never ever had in my life. I love food
and, traveling to different places,
I had to have BBQ in Kansas City.
I’m in Texas, I have to have any
kind of fajita. Radio dinners are
always at steakhouses and those are
the longest dinners ever . You will
be there for three hours and every
different thing is put in front of
you. One time early on, I was almost
falling asleep at the table because I
was so full. I’m trying to tell them
about my music and I’m having
trouble surviving.
If you were a DJ at a
Froggy station, what
would your name be?
Frog Legs because I had
frog legs like three months
ago and I don’t think I’ve
ever heard that one.
Best Airport Food?
Airports are like the
generic brand of
your favorite food
– you get a watered
down version.
One famous
landmark you’ve
never seen, even
though you’ve been to
the city many times:
Hoover Dam.

Country Aircheck: What does it mean to you to be voted a New Face?
Tyler Farr: Country radio doesn’t have to play my music and for them to
be accepting of me and to get to play the New Faces show means a lot.
I’ve seen the show before and hoped to be playing it. I’m so blessed to be
able to do it. To get their approval on my music, for them to like what I’m
doing, means a whole lot.
Who played your first New Faces show?
My buddy Lee Brice. The year before last. I remember Lee’s video. It was
pretty funny. It was right after ‘Love Like Crazy.’ It was a video of him
turning into an old man and his beard growing longer and longer.
What can we expect from your video?
I can’t give it away but there’s going to be some special guests in there.
Who would you have voted to be a New Face?
Parmalee. They just got their first No. 1. They’re a great bunch of guys,
very down-to-earth. I like seeing good stuff happening to good people.
How would you describe CRS to your sweet, old, naive grandmother?
That’s a very good question. There is alcohol involved – a lot of people
drink very heavily and are on IVs and Pedialite afterwards. Amongst all
that, it’s where country artists catch up with radio folks and friends – I can
honestly say that I’ve become good friends with a lot of them – to hang in a
less stressful environment.
Describe your craziest CRS moment:
The movie The Hangover. That’s pretty much it.
What’s the most you’ve eaten on a single day of
your radio tour?
I didn’t eat a whole lot because I’m not built
like Hunter Hayes. I’m from Missouri –
corn-fed and, I’ll be honest, I was starving
myself during the radio tour dates trying to
compete with all these guys that look good
and are in shape: Tyler Hubbard’s biceps and
Brett Eldredge’s facial structure. I ate a lot
of salad.
If you were a DJ at a Froggy station, what
would your name be?
Sir Hops-A-Lot. That’s just the first thing I
thought of.
Best Airport Food?
Chicago. I’m an Auntie Anne’s guy myself.
I like pretzel dogs. Helps with keeping
my figure.
One famous landmark you’ve never
seen, even though you’ve been in
the area many times:
I’ve never seen the Grand Canyon
or the Statue of Liberty.
One thing you’ve heard from every
DJ in the country:
“So, who was the girl who you threw
empty beer cans at her window?
Have you ever really done that?”
“Oh, you’re the stalker guy: you’re
Redneck Crazy.” That was the topic
of the year. And, no, I haven’t. I
don’t enjoy jail time.

Cassadee Pope
Since winning The Voice in 2012 with the help of mentor Blake Shelton,
Cassadee Pope has been introducing herself to Country radio. Her first
single “Wasting All These Tears” marks her first Top 15 and continues to
move up the chart.
Country Aircheck: What does it mean to you to be voted a New Face?
Cassadee Pope: I’ve been working so hard all year, schlepping across the
country meeting these amazing radio people. The fact that they thought
of bringing me into this amazing tradition is awesome. I remember being
there last year and thinking, “Oh, my gosh! If I get to do this, ever, I’m doing
well.” It’s a room full of radio people who believe in you. It’s an honor.
Who would you have voted to be a New Face?
I love Maggie Rose. She is incredible, a really sweet girl. She definitely
deserves recognition for all her hard work.
Who had your favorite pre-New Faces video?
I really loved Brantley Gilbert’s video last year because it reminded me of
a video trailer. It was really dramatic and serious and you could also see his
goofy side backstage and on tour. I loved that they captured the live aspect
because that’s my favorite part of this whole career – playing live shows. It
really shed some light on how a tour works.
What can we expect from your video?
I’m scared to try and be funny, but not be funny. Sitting in that room, I know
it’s painful if things don’t translate the way you hoped. It’s a hard crowd to
impress, so you have to be really careful about trying to do something funny.
Did The Voice schedule prepare you for the craziness of visiting stations?
The radio tour is a whole other level. I didn’t expect to do so much – four
stations a day for four months straight. Probably the hardest schedule I’ve
ever done. The Voice prepared me vocally because I was singing a lot on that
show and it helped my endurance. It helped me to not lose my voice after a
few performances because I was used to singing so much.
What’s the most you’ve eaten on a single day of your radio tour?
The biggest struggle for me was eating healthy on the road. It still is. I
try to eat before I do radio visits. Sometimes I don’t have time and I’m
starving and I’ll eat whatever is there. For the most part I try to stay way
from the goodies – not to be rude, it’s a sweet gesture – but I’ve got to take
care of myself.
Do you make PD flashcards for CRS?
When the label sends me people’s information, they always have a picture, and
that’s something I really try hard to make sure I’m up to date on. I hate meeting
someone and saying, ‘Nice to meet you,’ and they say, ‘Oh, we’ve met.’ It’s not a
good feeling. I learned really quickly on the radio tour that’s a huge thing.
If you were a DJ at a Froggy station, what would your name be?
Pope Toad.
Best Airport Food?
JFK has this really cool cafeteria, Cibo Express. They have all these different
stations and all these different kinds of food. Everything is right there, you
don’t have to walk to different terminals to find what you want.
One famous landmark you’ve never seen, even though you’ve been to the
city many times:
I’ve never been to the Statue of Liberty. That would be cool to visit.
One thing you’ve heard from every DJ in the country:
Pope jokes. “What it was like being elected the new pope?” Things like that
about my last name. I’ve gotten them since I was little, it’s that old.

Thomas Rhett

His first time out of the gate, Thomas Rhett impressed with “Something
To Do With My Hands,” earning his first Top 15 tune. He followed it up
with “Beer With Jesus” before solidifying his place in country music with
his first No.1 “It Goes Like This.” Rhett is currently working his way up
the charts with “Get Me Some Of That.”
Country Aircheck: What does it mean to you to be voted a New Face?
Thomas Rhett: It’s one of the biggest honors you could ever have. I’ve gone
to the New Faces show several times and watched all my peers. Getting to play
New Faces makes you feel like all these pals you’ve made at radio have really
done their part and played your music and voted on this show that every
radio person in the country comes to. We’re going to really try and prepare
for the show and rock all their faces off. Sometimes being in there with a
bunch of radio guys, they just sit down, but my goal is to make them stand up.
Who played your first New Faces show?
Lee Brice, and I remember his video. “Love Like Crazy” had just gone No. 1
and they all came onstage with long, gray beards. It was pretty hilarious.
What can we expect from your video?
My band is extremely creative. My management and my wife always have
really great ideas. So we’ll all try to incorporate all my past singles and my
current singles. I think it might be like a Saturday Night Live skit.
Who would you have voted to be a New Face?
Cole Swindell. He’s still working on his first single, but he’s about to have
a No. 1 song with “Chillin’ It.” He wrote my next single and has had like
three or four cuts on Luke Bryan’s record. He’s playing sold-out shows all
over the country.
Do you make PD flashcards for CRS?
I’m pretty bad with names but I always put a story to a face. Everybody
at radio, I’ve learned about their families, if they like golf or if they like
the Cowboys.
How would you describe CRS to your sweet, old, naive grandmother?
I would say, “Grandma, there is a bar on a bridge where everyone tries to
see how late they can close it down and how high their tabs can get.” It’s
just like a big, drunk family reunion.
Describe your craziest CRS moment:
It was a show that I did with the Warren Brothers for like 60 or 70 PDs and
MDs. The Warren Brothers have no filter on their mouths. That’s all I’m
going to say.
What’s the most you’ve eaten on a single day of your radio tour?
I was at KYGO/Denver when me, George Briner and the PD at the time
went to Shanahan’s Steakhouse. We ordered three bottles of wine, threecheese macaroni, 12 oz. filet mignons, dessert, mashed potatoes, green
beans and every appetizer on the menu. Not to mention what I had for
lunch or breakfast.
If you were a DJ at a Froggy station, what would your name be?
Frog On a Log.
Best Airport Food?
LAX. It doesn’t matter what terminal you’re in, there’s a nice restaurant
and a McDonalds in each. You can eat nice or cheap in any terminal.
One famous landmark you’ve never seen, even though you’ve been to
the city:
I’ve played in New York City so many times and I’ve yet to go to the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. I feel like you have to go do that when you’re in
New York.
One thing you’ve heard from every DJ in the country:
“I was working your dad’s records before you were even born.” If I’ve heard
that one time, I’ve heard that five million times.

Charlie Worsham
Thrust into the spotlight in 2011 when he was selected to open for Taylor Swift’s
Speak Now Tour, Worsham followed up with his first single, “Could it Be,” which
made the Top 15. He’s back on the charts now with “Want Me Too.”
Country Aircheck: What does it mean to you to be voted a New Face?
Charlie Worsham: I saw my first New Faces show this past year from sitting in the
audience, and as an artist you can’t help but want to be on that stage. To get to be
doing it this February is excellent. I’m very, very proud.
Who had your favorite pre-New Faces video?
I loved the videos. I wasn’t aware the videos were apart of it until attending the
show and they were great. I thought that Kip Moore’s was great. It wasn’t a funny
video, but it wasn’t too serious either. It represented him really well. The Florida
Georgia Line one was funny.
What can we expect from your video?
I need to hire Steven Spielberg. There’s a lot of pressure to go funny, but I don’t
know that we’ll do that. If it’s going to be funny, it’s got to really be funny.
How would you describe CRS to your sweet, old, naive grandmother?
CRS is a marathon. It’s somewhere between a family reunion, party,
convention and summit. It’s ver y much a family reunion for those of us who
are in Nashville and on the artist side, and those who give us that window of
opportunity in radio. I love having friends from radio in town that I don’t
normally get to see.

Other than New Faces, what are you looking forward to about CRS?
Carol Hughes from KFDI/Wichita and I have a Music Fest tradition of going to see The
Time Jumpers, and that’s something I hope to recreate with some other radio friends.
Describe your craziest CRS moment:
Graphic. Unfiltered. Amazeballs.
Do you make PD flashcards for CRS?
I’ve had my fair share of calling someone by the wrong name, but memory has
served me fairly well. A lot of it has to do with how we as artists get introduced
to radio over a long stretch of time. Also, the attitude and background that
programmers have, it isn’t too different from mine. They have a love for this music
that comes from the same place and a passion for what they get up and do every
day. When two people like that, from the same ilk, get to talking, you find yourself
remembering more than you normally would without really trying.
What’s the most you’ve eaten on a single day of your radio tour?
At least 17,000 calories! It was a whirlwind: airport breakfast; station visit breakfast;
mid-morning doughnuts; sandwiches with a station; fast food, maybe a frosty from
Wendy’s as an afternoon pick-me-up; a massive steak dinner that would’ve been
enough for the whole day in just that one meal.
If you were a DJ at a Froggy station, what would your name be?
Charles Jump ‘Em. That’s horrible. Exhibit A: why I shouldn’t go for the funny.
One famous landmark you’ve never seen, even though you’ve been to the city many times:
I’m in Cleveland today and I’ve yet to go to the Rock ‘N Roll Hall of Fame. I really
want to do that.
CAC

